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Huge Wind Power Station 
proposed for Gienmoriston

W indfarm developers RDC along with sister 
company W est Coast Energyare proposing to build a 
huge windfarm consisting of at least 21 turbines on 
the hill between Gienmoriston and Fort Augustus. 
The land on which the turbines are to be built is the 
property of Achlain Estate and Aberchalder Estate. 
The turbines will be owned and operated by Falck 
Renewables, a subsidary of an Italian multinational 
registered in Milan.

According to West Coast Energy ’ s project manager 
Peter Barker, the turbines will be 115 metres tall (380 
feet). This is 60ft taller than Big Ben with each blade 
the size of N elson’s Column. The wind turbines will 
be clearly seen from Fort Augustus, Gienmoriston, 
Cluanie, Glengarry and the south side of Loch Ness. 
Local residents are expressing concerns that not only 
could the wind power station m air the landscape of 
the Loch Ness area - a worldwide destination for 
tourists - but damage local tourism, businesses and 
property prices for no real gain. This is one of five 
windfarm proposals for the Loch Ness area alone.
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Christmas U\dem
from Ist of ‘December to 23rd of December 03 

In ike 2 ‘AA ‘ded Rosette Dated ‘Moris ton Res to ur ant be tiomi 7 &Spm

Glass o f stubbed Wine on Arrival

Chef's tHomemade Soup o f the Day 
with bread from our In-House ‘Bakery.

homemade Chicken Liver Date ruith ‘HighlandOatcakes

Brawn Cocktail

“Traditional Roast Crown o f ‘Turkey 
with all o f the Christmas Ray re Trimmings

Roast Silverside of Reef 
with Homemade Yorkshire Budding in a ricfigravy

Stuffed Roast Loin o f Borfp raith Sip ri co t &  Thyme Stuffing 
with all o f the Christmas fayre Trimmings

Vegetarian Hut Roast 
ruith a Red ‘.Pepper Coulis on a Bed of Hoodies

Traditional Christmas Budding 
ruith a Brandy Sauce

Chocolate Truffle Torte 
served with Homemade ice Cream

Homemade Cheese Cake 
With ‘fresh Berries

Coffee &  Homemade Mince Bies

: 01320-351206, fa%.;01320-351308 or‘Email:reception@glen.moristonarmsxo.ukfor
reservations.

Brice per (Person fo r 4 Courses only £1535

Moriston Matters - Winter 2003



I BLETHER I
F ollow ing several requests and the m om entous 

w indfarm  p roposa l, w e have decided  to issue 
a n o th e r  e d i t io n  o f  th e  M o r is to n  M a tte r s  
com m unity  m agazine. T he last ed ition  w as in 
A utum n 1999.

Ju s t afte r that w e bought the R edburn  C afe 
and w e have, apart from  tw o sho rt b reaks for a 
ho liday , been  w ork ing  seven days a w eek. T h is  is 
in add ition  to runn ing  ou r o rig inal W eb D esign  
business.

A s you can  im agine, this m ade it im possib le  to 
c o n tin u e  to  p u b lish  M o ris to n  M a tte rs  and 
although w e tried  hard to find  som eone e lse  to 
take it on, no-one w as forthcom ing . R ecen tly , 
E laine fro m D u n d reg g an  has offered  her valuab le 
help and  it has m ade this ed ition  possib le . W e are 
still seek ing  an ed itor, but w e feel very  strong ly  
indeed  that anyone taking on the m agazine should  
be c o m p le te ly  in d e p e n d e n t  f r o m  o th e r  
o rgan isa tions and  com m ittees in the glen. So if  
you fancy  the jo b , p lease con tact us. T he details 
are in the righ t hand  co lum n o f this page.

T h e  m agazine  has ex isted  in term itten tly  since 
the 1970s an d  in spite o f the gaps in pub lication , 
there is alw ays the w ebsite at w w w .m oriston .com  
w here artic les and in form ation  w ill co n tin u e  to 
be published .

H aving  spoken to m any peop le in the glen 
regard ing  the p roposed  w indfarm , the overall 
im pression  th a t I have been given  is that m ore 
inform ation is needed. A lthough the developm ent 
com pany  R D C  has conducted  a road sh o w  and 
sent leafle ts  to everybody, it is very m uch  in  their 
in terests that the w indfarm  goes ahead  so  their 
in fo rm ation  is hardly  independent. T h erefo re  I 
w ill devo te a large part o f th is ed ition  o f M oriston  
M atters  to try ing  to b ridge that gap  as w ell as 
pu tting  the o ther po ints o f  view .

T his w indfarm  is b iggest th ing to  happen  to 
this g len  and F ort A ugustus for m any  years. W e 
m ust have ou r say - it is our com m unity  a fte r a l l

EDITOR
Ann B erry

DESIGN & PRINT
Ray B erry

PUBLISHER
Im print Publishing

ADDRESS
Sylvan H ouse 
R edburn 
G ienm oriston  
Inverness IV63 7YJ 
United K ingdom .

TELEPHONE
01320 340210

WEB SITES
w w w .ipw .com  
wwwf, m oriston.com  
w w w .Iochnessguide.com

EMAIL ADDRESS
ray@ ipw .com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
UK £2.50  per annum  
E U R O PE  £3,50  per annum 
W O RLD  £6 .00  per annum 
M astercard /V isa accepted

© Im print Publishing 2003

No part o f  this publication is to 
be copied or otherwise reprinted 
without permission o f  the 
publisher,

M oriston Matters is a local 
magazine serving the residents : 
and the visitors o f  G len m o n sto n .. 
Invem iortston by Loch Ness and . 
district.

It is published on a not-for-profit 
basis and its puqro'se is to  provide 
a m eans o f com m unication and 
interchange o f  news and ideas 
within our community.

Moriston Matters - Winter 2003 3

http://www.moriston.com
http://www.ipw.com
http://www.Iochnessguide.com
mailto:ray@ipw.com


The New Loch Ness Monsters
T oday is a beautifu l day. T h e  

deep blue sky g low s above the go ld  
o f  the au tu m n  b irch e s . S ile n ce , 
except for the rustle o f  a gentle b reeze  
in the aspen  trees. Y ou can  see fo r 
m iles, an d  as you w an d er c lo se r to 
the river M oriston , the occasio n al 
sp lash  o f  a leap ing  trou t, o r w as it a 
salm on?

G ienm oriston, the road  to the isles 
ju s t by L och  N ess is co n sid ered  b y  
m any the m o st b e a u tifu l o f  th e  
Scottish  g lens. T ourists from  all o v er 
the w orld  re tu rn  here because o f  the  
glen N u n iq u e  aura o f  peace, i  k now  
because  I speak  to  them  frequen tly .

G ienm oriston  is a specia l p lace  
in th e  h e a rts ' o f  a ll w h o  h a v e  
ex p erien ced  it. F rom  A m erica  to  
A ustra lia , from  the N etherlands to  
N am ib ia  this p lace , G ien m o ris to n , 
they  tell m e, ho lds the sp irit o f  
S co tland .

In the early  1930 's , the trav e lle r
H. V. M orton  w rote: “F ifteen  m iles 
o f  beau ty  lie betw een hills. T hey  are 
ca lled  G ienm oriston . T here  is d a rk  
Loch C lu an ie , there are scraggy  deer 
forests, then  the glen seem s suddenly  
to peal w ith  laugh ter as the ro ad  
dives in to  th ick  b irch  w oods a liv e
with rab b its  w hat a p e rfec t g len
this is."

F in a l ly  o v e r  s p e c ta c u la r  
w aterfalls the river M oriston tum bles 
in to  L och  N ess. G ienm oriston  starts
4

on  the b anks o f  L och  N ess and runs 
paralle l to  the G reat G len , L och  
N ess and  the C aledon ian  C anal for 
the first n ine m iles or so  befo re  it 
peels o ff  w estw ard  tow ards the F ive  
S isters o f  K intail -  som e o f  the m o st 
pop u lar o f  the M unroes -  and  on to 
the m ystical E il an D onan C astle  and 
the road  to  Skye.

T he 40 0  m etres high hill betw een  
G ienm oriston  and L och  N ess is a 
trea t to clim b. It is n ’t d ifficu lt as the 
ancien t d ro v er’s road  crosses it here, 
b u t from  the top you  can see across 
L o c h  N e ss , F o r t  A u g u s tu s  an d  
G ienm oriston . T h e  rush o f  energy , 
o f  spirit that you feel at the sp lendour 
o f  that v iew , perhaps the best in the 
h igh lands o f  Sco tland , sustains and 
renew s you. W e are o f  the earth  and 
the earth  has little  to show  m ore 
in c red ib le  than this.

F o r thousands o f  years the w ild  
b irds, the eagles w ho ho v er here 
have been  a part o f  this landscape. A 
landscape that people cross the w orld 
to see and  feel for them selves.

B ut th a t is today. A nd that w as so 
for the m illions o f  yesterdays that 
created  this beauty . T om orrow  it 
w ill be gone. It is p roposed  that this 
very p lace  be industrialised  w ith  
m ore than  tw enty 380 foot h igh, 115 
m etre structures m ade o f concrete  
and  steel. R oads w ill be torn  th rough  
the h ea th e r and the bedrock  broken  
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and  filled  w ith concrete  as h u g e  
veh icles b ring  these, the new  L o ch  
N e ss  m o n s te rs  to  d e s tro y  th is  
landscape perhaps fo r ever.

I f  th e  lo c a l  o r  n a t io n a l  
governm en t o f  the a rea  rece iv ed  
p lann ing  requests to  build  tw enty  o r 
m o re  b u ild in g s  b ig g e r  th an  th e  
L ondon  P ark  Lane H ilton  here, they 
w o u ld  have laughed. S tructu res that 
d w arf Big B en  and N elson ’s C olum n 
-  it m ust be a jo k e .

B u t no, it is no jo k e . It is real and  
has ju s t  been subm itted  for p lann ing  
perm ission. These m onsters are w ind 
tu r b in e s .  T h u s  in  th e i r  b l in d  
dogm atic  scram ble  fo r the p ro fits  o f  
renew able  energy  the peop le beh ind  
this w an ton  destruc tion  o f  one o f 
B r i ta in ’s, ev en  E u ro p e s ’ f in e s t  
landscapes can th ink  only  o f  the 
p ro fits  involved.

It m ust be the profits . A fte r all, it 
c a n ’t be the electric ity . T h ese  w ind 
tu rb in es  are n o to rio u s fo r b e ing  
interm ittent and produce energy only 
app rox im ate ly  a th ird  o f  the tim e. 
A nd anyw ay, G ienm oriston  alone 
already p roduces app rox im ate ly  5 
percen t o f  S co tlan d ’s energy  needs 
in the u nderg round  hydro  pow er 
stations already  there. G ood energy , 
renew able energy  ach ieved  w ith  no 
v isib le dam age to  the en v iro n m en t 
and not even seen by the passing  
tourists.

If  it i s n ’t the p ro fits  th a t are 
m o tiv a tin g  th em  th en  th e  o n ly
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ex p lana tion  left is vandalism , and 
s u re ly  o u r  p o l i t i c ia n s  a re  n o t 
v an d a ls ....

W in d p o w er has d ev e lo p ed  from  
an idea to  an obsession . S co tlan d  is 
already  m ore than  se lf  su ffic ien t in 
energy w ithout any huge w indfarm s. 
In fact it exports  p o w er to  E ng land . 
So w hy is it that there are applications 
for m ore than  three h u n d red  o f  these 
m onster w indfarm s across Scotland, 
five o f  them  aro u n d  L och  N ess?

L och N ess has very  little  industry  
and is sustained  large ly  by tourism . 
L och  N ess is p robab ly  the m ost 
fam ous lake  in the w orld  and  m ore 
than fou r m illion  peop le v isit the 
area every  year. It isn ’t to  find the 
L o c h  N e ss  m o n s te r ,  a l th o u g h  
everyone casts an eye  over the sullen 
beauty  o f  the loch  from  tim e to tim e. 
N o, it is to gasp at the ex trao rd inary  
s c e n e ry  an d  p a r t ic ip a te  in th e  
b reath tak ing  landscape. T o w alk, to 
clim b or ju s t to w ander th rough a 
p lace  that nature has b u ilt out o f  
g a rg a n tu a n  p ro p o r tio n s  and  o f  
incred ib le  beauty .

T o  destroy  this landscape, part o f 
the w o rld ’s h e rita g e , is, in m y 
opinion, a crim e. It is a c rim e  that is 
about to be com m itted  for sho rt term  
greed  and political expediency .

A t le a s t five w in d fa rm s  are  
p roposed  for the L och  N ess area 
alone. D o w e need them ?

If you have a voice, now  is the 
tim e to raise that voice.
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ROUND

Essential Local 
Services Under Threat

It has recently been revealed that tw o essential 
services to this com m unity may be under threat.

O ur out-of-hours doctor service will cease to exist in 
D ecem ber o f  next year if  NHS plans go ahead. A lready 
in D ru m n ad ro ch it and  the surround ing  area the 
com m unity is unable to call out a doctor outw ith 
normal surgery hours. The options available in cases o f 
need are:- cail the am bulance or drive to D ingw all to 
see a doctor. O ur local doctors are dism ayed at this 
prospect and envisage loss o f  lives as a result, but 
receive no p a y m e n t for being on call or attending 
em ergencies out o f hours.

On Thursday 13th N ovem ber a m eeting was called 
between representa tives o f H ighland C ouncil, the 
School Boards ofK ilchuim en Academy andK ilchuim en 
Prim ary School and the Com m unity Council to discuss 
the future o f the Academ y.

This m eeting was prom pted by the decline in school 
rolls nationally and the very overcrow ded conditions in 
the Primary School.

Options for the future were outlined as:- l,T he 
status quo -  and fight for investm ent for necessary 
im provem ents. 2. R educe provision at the Academ y to 
S 1-4 or S 1-2. 3. A phased transfer o f all pupils to G len 
Urquhart High School (O ptions 2 & 3 would allow the 
Primary School to utilise the space freed up from  the 
Secondary School, but w ould still require a large 
investm ent to convert this space).

Glen U rquhart High School was built to  hold a far 
greater num ber o f pupils than its current roll o rpred icted  
figures for that area, and filling some o f  this spare 
capacity with K iichuim en A cadem y pupils is a m uch 
cheaper option for H ighland Council than providing 
Fort A ugustus with the educational accom m odation it
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needs within the village. The disadvantages for Primary 
and Secondary pupils, parents and the com m unity as a 
w hole, however, are clear, and it is H ighland Council 
policy th a t  an y  ch an g es will only h a p p e n  if th e  
co m m u n ity  w an ts  them*

Windfarm Planning 
Application Lodged

T h e  w ind  p o w er station  developers R D C  have 
lo d g e d  th e i r  p la n n in g  a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  th e  
G len m o ris to n /F o rt A ugustus W in d farm  (M illen ium  
W in d farm ) w ith  H ig h lan d  C ouncil P lan n in g  D ept. It 
w as lod g ed  on the 28 th  N ovem ber 2003 and you 
h av e  the stau to ry  28 days to  ob ject - a lth o u g h  council 
sou rces tell us th is m ay be ex tended  sligh tly  because 
o f  th e  C hristm as/N ew  Y ear holiday . It is im portan t 
to p lace  ob jections p rom ptly , how ever. O bjec tions 
shou ld  be sent to:

M r B ill H ep b u rn , P lan n in g  & D ev e lo p m en t 
Serv ices, H ig h lan d  C ouncil, G lenurquhart Road, 
Inverness, IV 3 5NX .

T h e  app lica tion , m aps, photos and env ironm en ta l 
study can be v iew ed  at R edburn  C afe, G ienm oriston  ; 
T he Serv ice Po in t, F ort A ugustus and  the P ost O ffice 
Invergarry .

New Community 
Council Elected

T h e  elction  resu lts  for the com m unity  council are 
now  in. Y our new  com m unity  councillo rs  are: 

M atthew  D o u g las; Iain  F arm er; T hom as G irvan; 
G e o rg e  H e n d e rso n ; K en n e th  K n o tt; D o n a ld  J 
M acD onald ; D ierdre M acK innon; Iain  M acK nocher; 
P a trick  P atterson  and  A drian  V arw eli.

T he next co m m u n ity  council m eeting  w ill be on 
the 11th D ecem b er w hen  a chairm an w ill be chosen. 
Moriston Matters - Winter 2003
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GOLDRUSH 
The Windfarm Bonanza

I am asked tim e and tim e again: 
“I f  w hat they say about w indfarm s 
is true, w hy w ould  anybody ev e r 
consider investing  m oney in them ? 
Especially  foreign m ultinationals  
who have probably  never even heard 
o f our lovely  glen. H ow  com e there 
is this scram ble to erect w ind farm s 
all over the country? If  the electricity  
that they supply  is in term itten t and 
m iniscule co m p ared  w ith a reg u la r 
pow er station, w hy w ould peop le  
sp en d  so  m u ch  on  th e se  h u g e  
tu rb ines?”

A c tu a lly  th e  a n sw e r is  v e ry  
s im p le . It i s n ’t o n ly  a b o u t th e  
electricity  they generate  for the grid , 
w hat m akes them  so p ro fitab le  to 
erect and fo r in ternational banks to 
invest in them  is som ething else 
entirely.

T h at som eth ing  else is w hat is 
globally  know n by several curious 
acronym s: T R E C s, R EC s, R O C s or 
sim ply G reen  C ertificates. T he U K  
version is the R O C : R enew ab le  
O bligation C ertifica te . T hat puts us 
betw een aR O C  and  a hard p lace I ’m 
afraid because th is is w hat m akes 
w indfarm s in particu la r the source 
o f the latest goldrush.

So let m e e x p la in  fro m  th e  
beginning. M ost peop le assum e that 
w in d  tu rb in e s  a re  d e s ig n e d  to

S

g en era te  e lec tric ity  -  w ell so they 
are and  th is elec tric ity  is so ld  on the 
local g rid  fo r w hatever the go ing  
ra te  is -  a round  3 p ence p er kW h or 
30 pounds p er M W h.

T h at is one product. T h e  w ind 
tu rb ine  actually  generates a second  
p roduc t -  th is p roduc t is th e  R O C  
w h ich  has a value  o f its ow n in 
add ition  to the e lec tric ity  so ld  to the 
grid . T h ink  o f  it as tw o distinct 
p ro d u c ts  being  p ro d u c ed  by the 
w in d fa rm  bo th  o f  w hich  have a 
m arke tab le  value.

H ow  does this w ork? W ell the 
R O C  is part o f the g o v ern m en t’s 
plan to increase the use o f  renew ab le  
energy  used  and g enerated  in the  
U K  in line w ith K yoto and  o ther 
ag reem ents. N on-re new  ab le energy  
p roducers, coal, gas etc are  now  
ob ligated  to  supply  3 p ercen t o f  all 
o f  the energy  they  sell as com ing  
from  a renew able source. T o  do this 
they can buy a H ydro D am  o r a 
W indfarm  and hope it constitu tes 3 
percen t o f  their sales. M ost o f the 
tim e it d o esn ’t com e d o s e  so the 
governm en t fines them  so m uch  per 
kW h. T he o ther w ay is to bu y  R O C s 
from  renew able energy  p ro d u cers 
to  the am ount o f  M W h they  are 
snort. So there is a m arket fo r  R O C s 
rig h t aw ay. B ut it isn ’t the o n ly  one.
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S o how  does a R O C  g et issued. It 
w o rk s  l ik e  th is : O F G E M , th e  
g o v ern m en t’s energ y  regu la to r is 
th e  issu in g  body. W h en  a w indfarm  
o r w h a tev er is b u ilt they reg ister 
w ith  O FG E M  and O F G E M  then 
co m es along and inspects the facility  
to  see  that the o u tp u t m etering  is 
co rrec t etc. T hen  as electricity  is 
generated  (and so ld  on to the local 
grid  fo r cash) every  M W h generated  
c rea tes  one RO C . T h u s each  R O C  is 
w o r th  lM W h  (o r  1 0 0 0  k W h  
d ep en d in g  how  y o u  co u n t these 
th ings.)

E very  R O C  g enerated  is kept on 
O F G E M 7 s reg ister o f  R O C s -  its 
database . T hese R O C s can  then be 
used by  p o w er com pan ies to offset 
th e ir 3 percen t fines (a percen tage  
that rises every y ea r un til 2015) o r 
they can  be sold on the open  m arket 
th ro u g h  a g ro w in g  n e tw o rk  o f  
traders. H ow  m uch are they  w orth? 
W ell in  the last auction  (yes they are 
auc tioned  too) the average price w as 
abou t £67  per R O C  or p er M W h. 
A nd this is for the N E X T  y ea r’s 
generation  -  future generation . Thus 
if  you  add  together the sales from  
the local g rid  m en tioned  above -  
approx  £ 3 0  per M W h PLU S £67 per 
R O C  you get every M egaw att-hour 
tu rned  out by a w in d fa rm  being  
w orth  getting  on fo r £100 .

So le t’s do a few  sum s. I f  we have
one 2 .2  M W  turb ine pu tting  out ju s t
1 M W h for 12 hours a day (25 percent
ra te d  c a p ac ity ) it e a rn s  a ro u n d  
Moriston Matters - Winter 2003

£1200 . If  w e m ultip ly  that by 365 
days in the year w e get £438 ,000  or 
getting  on fo r h a lf  a m illion  quid  -  
and  that is ju s t very conservative 
ou tpu t on one turbine. M ultip ly  that 
by  say 30 tu rb ines in the average 
w in d f a r m  a n d  w e  h a v e  o v e r  
£ 1 3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o r th ir te e n  m illio n  
pounds p er annum . I f  you  ow n ten
w in d fa rm s  ov er say  20 years
w e sta rt getting  into b ig  num bers 
like tw o and a h a lf  b illion  green 
ones. A nd th a t’s abou t the clo sest 
industrial w ind  p o w ers ta tio n s  com e 
to being  g re en ........

O f course you have the capita l 
costs  o f  buy ing  and  erecting  the 
th ings and  a p ittance in com parison  
on m ain tenance , bu t lo o k  at the 
rew ards. H ow  m u ch  do they  pay the 
landow ners?  N ot a lot in fact, and 
the com m unities get say £ 3 0 ,0 0 0  a 
year.

So perhaps you can see why banks 
a n d  in v e s tm e n t  h o u s e s  a re  
scram bling to  get a  slice o f  the action . 
R ig h t now  trad ing  m arkets are being 
set up  w orld  w ide to deal in G reen 
ce rtifica tes and the EU is ju m p in g  
firm ly  on the bandw agon. T he price 
for G reen  ce rtificates is on the rise 
and w ho know s w hat they w ill be 
w orth  ten years dow n the ro ad  w hen 
even m ore stringent carbon em ission 
pena lties  are im posed.

L o v e ly  j u b b ly  a s  s o m e o n e  
frequently  says, and  less than  a third 
o f the bonanza com es fro m  actually  
g enerating  electricity .
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MPs,MSPs and Councillors please do
not be misled?

O nshore W ind Energy
T he first step is to b ridge the 

divide betw een those who care about 
the scenic beauty o f  ou r coun tryside  
and those w ho care about o u r p lanet. 
In m ost o ther debates w e are the 
sam e people. O n-shore w ind  w ill 
con tribu te so little to  reduce global 
w arm ing  that it shou ld  not even be 
on the radar screen for a debate  on 
land based  w ind energy. On shore 
w ind  w ill to tally  ru in  our landscape. 
S co tland  is already a net exporte r o f  
e l e c t r i c i t y  s o m e  o f  it f ro m  
hydroelectric ity  the best alternate  
energy  resource. T he developm ent 
o f  hydroe iectricity  w as postponed  
by o u r forefathers un til its im pact on 
the env ironm en t could  be reduced  
through height restrictions including 
the creation  of underground  pow er 
stations. It is a pity that they could  
no t still be w ith  us to stop  the  
dec im ation  o f one o f  the w o rld ’s 
best lan d scap es.....

L et those o f  us w ho care about 
the p lanet and the countryside jo in  
fo rces to stop  those w ho are in this 
m arket purely  for financial gain. 
P lease  attem pt to quantify  these 
f in a n c ia l  g a in s  fo r  y o u rs e lv e s . 
S im ply  estim ate the hours w hen 
am ple w ind  is availab le  and the 
efficiency and know ing  that this is

10

B y Jim  H am pson

m ore expensive  than  conven tional 
e lec tric ity  and  ca rries a p rem ium  
you can  q u ick ly  see  th a t th is is 
f i n a n c ia l ly  d r iv e n  a n d  th e  
env ironm enta l factors are ex trem ely  
shallow .

T h e g o v ern m en t’s w h ite  paper 
on energy  is far fro m  balanced  as it 
fo cu ses  p r im a rily  on the issu es  
co n cern in g  the energy  invo lved  in 
electricity  generation. O nly  one third 
o f  th e  energy  used  in  the U K  is fo r 
this pu rpose . T h irty  five p er cen t o f  
energy  is u sed  in transport w ith only  
a sm all part o f  th a t by  electricity . In 
th is co n tex t the con tribu tion  o f land  
b ased  w ind  fa rm s can be easily  
m is c o n s t r u e d .  T h e  fu tu r e  
co n trib u tio n  from  land based  w ind 
farm s is likely  to be about 1.5% o f 
the energy  invo lved  in e lec tricity  
g en era tio n  o r 0 .5%  o f  the U K ’s total 
energy . L and  based  w ind  energy 
does little  to  offset g lobal w arm ing  
by fossil fuels C onsidering  the size 
o f  the U K , the con tribu tion  to  a 
re d u c tio n  in  the w o r ld ’s g lo b a l 
w arm ing  is so in sign ifican t that it 
shou ld  be d isregarded . L and  based  
w ind  energy  is s im ply  about m aking  
m o n e y  a n d  d e s t r o y in g  th e  
co u n try sid e  in  the process. It is best 
that readers do  th e ir ow n estim ates 
and d raw  th e ir ow n conclusions
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l£ is c lea r that in a lm o st all cases 
w ind  tu rb ines p rov ide a threat.to  the 
countryside.

P r im a ry  E n e rg y  D e m a n d  U K  
2002: N u c lear 9% , C oal. 15%, G as 
3 9 % , O il 3 5 %  a n d  O th e r  2 %  
O nshore  W ind  is p art o f  the 2% .

E l e c t r i c i t y  G e n e r a t i o n  U K  
2 0 0 2 .: N uclear 23% , C oal 32% , Oil 
4% , G as 38%  and R en ew ab les  3%  
O n s h o re  w in d  is p a r t  o f  th e  
renew ables.

T he  above inform ation  illustra tes 
th a  t fo r the g o v ern m en t to focus 
only on energy  used  in g en e ra tin g  
e lectricity  m eans that they g ive  w ind 
e n e rg y  a h ig h e r  p ro f ile  th an  it 
deserves as an energy  con tribu to r. 
S om e m ay take the view  th a t any 
c o n t r ib u t io n  to  r e d u c t io n  in  
em issions shou ld  be seized  h o w ev er 
sm all. W e do h ow ever have a n um ber 
o f  b e t t e r  a l t e r n a t iv e  c h o ic e s  
includ ing  reduction  o f  the energy  
used  in transport, th rough  the use o f 
b e tte r therm al insu lation  for m ore 
e ff ic ie n t h o m e h ea tin g , th ro u g h  
better in su la tion , the use o f  so lar 
p an e ls  and so on. N one o f  these 
b ligh t the landscape b u t n e ith e r do 
they p roduce the rich  p ick in g s that 
w in d  e n e rg y  p ro d u c e s  fo r  th e  
developers and  landow ners.

W in d  energy  affects ne ither the 
n u c le a r  d e b a te  n o r  th e  m ix  o f  
trad itional energy g eneration  since

w ind  en e rg y  canno t be re lied  upon 
fo r m ee tin g  peaks and  has to be 
backed  up  b y  trad itional sou rces o f 
generation . T his duplication  o f  plant 
gen e ra tes  m o re  em issio n s in its 
m a n u f a c tu r e  a n d  is  c o u n te r  
p ro d u c tiv e  in  te rm s  o f  g lo b a l 
w arm ing .

L an d  b ased  w ind  energ y  in  a 
cou n try  th e  size  o f  S co tlan d  w ill do 
so little  to  m itiga te  g lobal w arm ing  
that energ y  com pan ies po rtray ing  
th is  as a m ean in g fu l advan tage are 
m islead in g  opin ion ..

It is a no  w in situation  for the 
p lan et and  fo r the coun tryside  and a 
w in  w in  situation  for landow ners, 
d eve lopers and  energy  com panies. 
T he gov ern m en t has allow ed  itse lf 
to be m isled  by being  in flu en ced  by 
those advisors w ho also  s tand  to 
gain  co m m ercia lly  fro m  this and 
sim ilar in itia tives

It is now  tim e fo r M S P ’s and 
C ouncillo rs  to read  up on these 
m a t te r s  a n d  fo rm  th e i r  o w n  
independan t op in ions. P art o f the 
education  m ust be 'on  scale  and for 
peop le to really  understand  w hat a 
120 m etre  h igh structure w ill look 
like b earing  in m ind 165 m etre ones 
are a lready  in developm ent. The 
d ifferences caused by party political 
in fluences is sm all com pared  to the 
continued  affect on our countryside. 
So let us sim ply vote in the future 
only for those who will p ledge to 
stop  this ru ination  o f ou r land
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Reasons for objecting b y A nn B erry

For those o f  you w ho w ant to object to the w ind  farm  I have tried , w ith the 
help o f a w ell-seasoned  objector, to pu t to g e th er the outline o f  an ob jection  
w hich will give you the basis  for y o u r ob jection . O f  course there m ay be 
oiher points w hich you m igh t w ant to ra ise especia lly  a fte r you have seen  
or read the E nvironm ental Im pact A ssessm en t w hich  accom panies the 
application and can be seen at R edburn  C afè  o r the Fort A ugustus S erv ice 
Point. O bjections should  be sent to:
M r Bill H epburn, P lann ing  and D ev elo p m en t S erv ices, H igh land  C ouncil 
G lenurquhart R oad Inverness IV 3 5N X .

D ear Sir,
I w ish to object to the G lenm oriston  'M illen n iu m ' w ind  farm  application  
for the fo llow ing  reasons:

1. T he benefits o f this developm ent are m inim al, therefo re  there is no 
ju stifica tio n  for a departu re from  the L ocal P lan. W hen  the P lan w as 
d iscussed  w ith  this com m unity  no  m ention  w as m ade o f an 
Industrial development in th is area.

2. The visual impact cannot be justified or mitigated. This is an area
o f natural beau ty  on the m ain  scenic route betw een L och  N ess and 
the Isle o f Skye. T w o o f the m ost v isited  areas in Scotland . T he E l A 
states “6.93 There are two areas of Great Landscape Value 
within the study area, located to the east and west extremes of 
the study area. 6.94 There are two proposed Areas of Great 
Landscape Value within the study area, these as yet have not 
been finalised by the H igh land  C o u n cil.”

3. The visual impact of 21 turbines 115 metres high is unacceptab le .
4. T his application  does not m eet the crite ria  set out in N P P G 6 w hich 

states that: “developments should not be permitted where they 
would have a significant long term detrimental impact on the 
amenity of people living nearby, w here the im pact canno t be 
m itigated  satisfac to rily”

5. Serious effect on tourism. T he V isitS co tland  survey undertaken  in
2002 stated that 26%  o f tourists w ould  no t re tu rn  to an area w here 
there were turbines. T he S co ttish  E x ecu tiv e  M ori poll states 20%  
will not return. B usinesses becom e unv iab le  w hen this am ount o f
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bu siness is lost. T o u rism  is the b iggest em p lo y er in the H ighland 
reg ion  27 .9%  (H igh land  C ouncil census 1999) In  the a rea  affected 
by th is  v isual im p act the figures are h igher. T h is  development 
w o u ld  d e f in ite ly  c a u se  th e  loss o f  jobs. M o st v isito rs to the area are 
tou ring  around  to see  the scenery . Coach and car passengers do 
not come to look at turbines.

6. Serious effect on house prices. S avilles su rvey  show ed  at least 25%
reduction  fo r houses w hich  could  see  a w ind  farm . P eo p le  m ove to 
this area because o f  the scenery . T here  are no o th er facilities here 
e.g. schoo ls, shops, and  very few  em p lo y m en t opportun ities . O ver 
the last decade this a rea  has started  to g row  due to  the bu ild ing  o f 
new  hom es. E ach  new  hom e provides em plo y m en t fo r  skilled  
craftsm en  in th is rem ote  com m unity . The visual impact of this 
development would not only reduce the value of the present 
homes, most o f which will be facing onto the development but 
it would negate any further development in the area and the 
number o f  people living here permanently is likely to decline.

7. This development, in association with the others targeted for this
area, will result in an unacceptable industrial build-up in our 
countryside. It w ill also open  the door for an ex tension  w hich 
w ould  m ean  m ore turb ines. T here are already 300 to 350 applications 
in S co tland  (SN H  source). T h e  E nergy  M in iste r expects only 10% 
o f these  to  be den ied . The number o f these applications are 
already too high. It would turn Scotland’s countryside into an 
industrialised landscape.

8. 6.79 o f  the EIA states “C onsultation w ith H ighland Council identified 
M illen n iu m  W in d  F arm  as having poten tial cum ulative visibility  
w ith the fo llo w in g  p ro p o sed  w ind far developm ents listed below : 
C orriem oile , G arve p roposa l, D unm aglass, S trathnairn -  proposal 
Far, T o m a d n -  ap p ro v ed .” This cumulative visual impact is 
unacceptable

9. T here  w ill be up to 18 tu rb ines v isib le from  the A 8 87. Som e o f  these 
w ill on ly  be partia lly  seen w hich  is the w orst scenario  fo r safety 
pu rposes (SN H ). T his road  already has a high rate o f  accidents, 
several being  fatal. (2 accidents in one day last July). A nyth ing  
w hich  d iverts d riv e rs ’ atten tion  should be avoided. The most visual 
impact is near single track road. This is a recipe for disaster.
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10. The excavations (borrow pits, turbine foundations) will 
undoubtedly affect the water table and associated risk to water 
catchment areas. There have already been landslides in this 
area.

11. Risks to endangered species. N um erous rap to rs are seen  in this 
area. It is already know n that wind turbines kill raptors. This 
developm ent w ould  be the cause deaths to p ro tec ted  species such 
as the golden eagle. Golden plovers and black grouse are known 
to be breeding here. (EIA). These birds should not have their 
habitats disturbed. T he E IA  adm its that the su rvey  w ould  have 
been  better if  carried  ou t in  A pril. T here  shou ld  be a survey carried  
out th is com ing spring w hen b irds are breeding  before an application  
is approved  w hich  cou ld  d istu rbed  p ro tec ted  species.

12. B ats are present in the glen and  it is know n that wind turbines kill 
bats, another p ro tec ted  species. (D avid  B ellam y, env ironm enta list) 
T here wfas no env ironm enta l im pact assessm en t carried  ou t during  
the evening  hours.

13. Unacceptable damage to peat bogs and moorland which are 
€ 0 2  sinks. In p articu la r there is m on tane hea th  w hich  can be 
considered  scarce o r rare on a local, reg ional and national scale in 
Scotland . Jun iper con ifers are also  present. T hese are the m ost 
d ifficu lt con ifer to g erm in a te  and their hab it shou ld  be protected . 
(w w w .fo restry .gov .uk ). 7.19 EIA states there is alpine bearberry 
Arctostaphylos alp inns a nationally scarce species. T herefore  this 
a rea  should be p ro tec ted .

14. T h ere  is scientific ev id en ce  to show  that w ind  turb ines produce 
m ore noise than th e  “com puter based  p red ic tions"  used by the 
developers and quo ted  in PA N 45. T he g len  acts as a funnel fo r 
noise. One baying deer several k ilom etres aw ay sounds as though 
it is c lose by. The noise from 21 turbines would be accumulative 
and funnel down the glen to the residents.

15. A ny com m unity  fund p rov ided  w ould  not com pensa te  fo r the loss 
o f  jo b s  in the tourist industry , devalua tion  o f  p roperty , loss o f  a 
quality  landscape and  the noise created .

This is an individual letter and  1 do w ish to be kep t in fo rm ed  o f  events.
Yours faithfully...
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Wind turbines and rural 
tourism

A ‘V iew s o f  S co tlan d ' R eport

T o u rism  is, by any reckon ing , a 
crucial co n trib u to r to  the S co ttish  
eco n o m y  and  accounted  for o v er 
e ig h t per cen t o f  em ploym en t in 
2 0 0 0 . In 2 0 0 1 , o v e r  19 m illio n  
tourists s tayed  m ore than 78 m illion  
n igh ts  in S co tland , spen t over £4  
b i l l io n  a n d  s u p p o r te d  a ro u n d  
193,000 jo b s .

A  l i t t l e  o v e r  a y e a r  a g o , 
V IS IT S  G O T L A N D  p u b lis h e d  a 
190-page repo rt, Investigation  in to  
th e  P o te n t ia l  Im p a c t  o f  W in d  
T urb ines on  T ourism  in S co tland , 
w hich  in c lu d ed  w hat appears to be a 
w ell-conducted  survey  that show ed  
v isitors to b e  less en thusiastic  about 
tu rb ines than  w as perhaps expected . 
It con trad ic ted  the find ings o f  an 
ea rlie r po ll co m m issio n ed  by the 
B ritish  W ind  E nergy  A ssocia tion  
and the S co ttish  R enew ables Forum .

F o u r ou t o f  five o f  the v isitors 
in te rv ie w e d  sa id  th ey  c a m e  to  
Scotland  for the beau tifu l scenery  
and  alm ost all said  they valued  the 
chance to see  unspo iled  nature;

M ore than h a lf  agreed that w ind- 
pow er sites spoiled  the lo o k  o f  the 
coun tryside, say ing  that one o f  th e ir 
m ain  a ttrac tions is the fact that they 
are few  and fa r betw een ;

O ver a q u arte r said they w ould
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avoid  parts o f  the co u n try sid e  w ith  
w ind  developm ents;

H eading  the lis t o f  th ings that 
m ost de trac ted  from  a v isit to the 
coun try  w ere e lec tric ity  py lons and 
m o b ile  p h o n e  m a s ts  fo l lo w e d  
c lo s e ly  b y  w in d  tu rb in e s  an d  
te lephone poles. (It is no t c lear if 
re s p o n d e n ts  w e re  a w a re , w h e n  
questioned , o f  the he igh t o f  w ind  
turb ines.)

T h e  E x e c u t iv e  p u b l ic ly  
w elcom ed  the repo rt as a usefu l 
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  d e b a te  an d  
p rom ptly  forgot about it.

S ince the survey w as p u b lished  
the num ber o f sites has increased  
dram atically .

N o-one appears to  have m ade 
any attem pt to gauge the econom ic 
effec t that a p ro life ra tio n  o f  w ind  
tu rb ines m ight have on  to u rism . 
V IE W S  O F  S C O T L A N D  
researchers have therefo re  analysed  
A rea T ourist B oard  data for 2001 
(the m ost recent availab le) in the 
light o f the survey.

S ince tourists tend to visit both  
tow n and country , ite a n  be d ifficu lt 
to gauge the re la tive  im portance of 
th e  ru r a l  s e c to r .  W e c o u n te d  
ho lidaym akers only but ex c lu d ed  
v isitors to E d inburgh  and  G lasgow ,
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where there are no site proposals. 
W e .e x c lu d e d  v is ito rs  a tte n d in g  
conferences, staying with re la tives, 
etc. (W e h ad  to  om it O rk n e y , 
Shetland and the O uter H ebrides as 
com patible data are not availab le . 
C le a r ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  to u r is m  is  
im portant fo r these areas.)

W e then took the proportion o f  
these ho lidaym akers w hose activ ity  
w as ‘w alk ing  tw o m iles o r m o re ,’
i.e. tourists in v o lv ed  in spec ifically  
rural ac tiv ities as opposed  to  those  
m erely v isiting  attractions located  
in the countryside.

Fifteen p e rcen t o f  those surveyed 
by VISITSCOTLAND an sw ered  
categorically  that they  w ould  steer 
c le a r  o f  an  a re a  w ith  a w in d  
developm ent. N ationally, this w ould  
result in the loss o f over 3,750 tourist- 
related jo b s , 430 ,000  trips and over 
£80  m illion  in revenue.

A fu rther ten p er cent said they 
w ould b e  dess lik e ly 5 to return  to the 
Scottish  co un tryside  if  the num ber 
o f w in d -p o w er sites increased. If  
these are included, the figures rise to 
over 6 ,250  jo b s , 780,000 trips and 
nearly £ 140 m illion  in lost revenue.

T hese losses do not include the 
self-em ployed  o r those w orking  in 
the grey econom y.

V IE W S O F  S C O T L A N D  claim s 
only to have m ade a pre lim inary  
analysis o f the p rob lem  on a national 
scale.

It accep ts  th a t there  w ill b e

reg io n a l v aria tio n s, that popu lar, 
designated  areas w ill be less affected  
and  that U K  visito rs especia lly  m ay 
ten d  to  b e  d iv e rte d  ra th e r  th an  
disp laced . It agrees that w ind -pow er 
sites are no t all equally  in trusive. 
B ut w e a lso  feel that som e A rea  
T ourist B oards are  perhaps overly  
sangu ine on the issue. I t is self- 
ev iden t that the determ inan t for site 
se lec tion  is not tourism  loss b u t 
p rox im ity  to  the grid.

O ur fig u res  a re  co n se rv a tiv e . 
V IS IT S C O T L A N D  ‘a c t iv i ty  
h o lid ay s5 reports suggest d oub le  the 
n u m b er o f  v is its  to  ru ra l areas. 
H ow ever, som e v isitors m ay hav e  
been in c lu d ed  in m ore than  one 
repo rt an d  rev en u e  data  are no t 
separated  in to  rural and urban  spend.

D espite  a p rom ised  ‘R enew ab le  
E n erg y 7 em ploym en t boom  -  fo r 
w hich  there are no  firm  fo recasts -  
these jo b  losses w ould  be, by any 
reck o n in g , a serious b low  to an 
in d u s try  w h ic h , d e s p ite  fa il in g  
v isito r num bers over the last fo u r 
y e a r s ,  in c r e a s e s  in r e la t iv e  
im p o r ta n c e  as m a n u f a c tu r in g  
con tinues to decline.

T h e  S c o tt is h  E x e c u t iv e  h a s  
generally  been  quite  d ism issive  o f 
w hat is surely area l risk to an already 
frag ile  rural econom y.

It also dow np lays c ritic ism  o f  the  
c u m u la t iv e  e n v iro n m e n ta l  a n d  
e c o lo g ic a l  e f f e c t  o f  w h a t  is 
e f fec tiv e ly  W e s tm in s te r’s w in d -
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p o w er policy. It appears ind iffe ren t 
to academ ic and  industry  co n cern s 
abou t the en g in ee rin g  v iab ility  and 
social risk  o f  w h a t in fo rm ed  opin ion  
sees as an over-re iiance  on w ind  
p o w e r . (S e m in a l  r e p o r ts  h a v e  
s u g g e s te d  th a t  w in d - p o w e r ’ s 
co n trib u tio n  to overall U K  C 0 2  
em issions w ill be m in im al at b es t 
and m ight even  be negative .)

T he E x ecu tiv e  sees w ind  p o w er 
only in po litica l and  com m ercia l 
term s, striv ing  as it does to  m eet 60  
percent or m ore o f  renew ab le  energy 
‘ta rg e ts ’ for E ng land  over the nex t 
decade.

It does no t p u b lish  a  full list o f  
p roposed  sites. (T he V IE W S O F 
S C O T L A N D  sites database and m ap 
has been co m p iled  w ith the help  o f  
residents in the reg ions. It is accurate 
but p robab ly  no t com prehensive .)

T he E x ecu tiv e’s record on testing 
p u b l ic  a c c e p ta b i l i t y  o f  w in d  
d ev e lo p m en t is also  poor. E igh t 
m onths ago it was forced to w ithdraw  
its flagsh ip  su rvey  P ublic  A ttitudes

T o w ard s W in d  Farm s in Scotland  
w h e n  V IE W S  O F  S C O T L A N D  
po in ted  o u t fa ta l sam pling  errors. A 
new  su rvey , orig inally  p rom ised  for 
last spring , has yet to be published.

A  s e n io r  S c o t t is h  N a tio n a l  
H eritag e  m an ag er has ca lled  for a 
national w in d -p o w er strategy  to  be 
d ra w n  u p  to  c o p e  w ith  th e  
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  p ro p o s e d  
d ev e lo p m e n ts . W h ile  su p p o rtin g  
th is ,  V IE W S  O F  S C O T L A N D  
b eliev es  the E xecu tive  shou ld  also 
call a m ora to riu m  on approv ing  and 
b u ild in g  w in d -p o w er sites until it 
has a co h eren t energy  policy  for 
S cotland . T h e  first step tow ards this 
w ould  be the com m ission ing  o f  a 
com parative environm ental audit for 
all form s o f  electricity  generation  
by  independen t experts.

In  the m ean tim e, the fu ture for 
e m p lo y m e n t  in  ru ra l  to u r is m  
co n tin u es to  look  bleak.

A  ‘V iew s o f  S co tlan d ’ R eport 
w w w .v iew sofsco tland .o rg  

w w w .w ind-farm .org

The Redburn CafeI
i

W ish ing  all ou r custom ers a M erry  C hristm as and H appy H ogm anay.

Open Daily 10am to 5pm
(C losed  25th  & 26th  D ecem ber and  Ist & 2nd January)

| T he R edburn  C afe is a Scottish  E xecutive Public Internet A ccess 
I P o in t w ith low  cost in ternet access for all.
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Court Ruling Means Turbine Noise Trial
In  an artic le  in the N orth  W est E vening  m ail by C la ir D arragh  on 

O ctober 24th, it is reported  that a g roup  o f  F urness residen ts  have been  
granted the right to  fight th e ir case in court. It is also  reported  that the 
residents o f  A skam , Ireleth  and M arton  have been  cam paign ing  fo r four 
years against the noise from  the O ld P ark  W indfarm  at Ireleth . T hey  
c la im  that their quality  o f  life has been adversely  affected .

T he residents w ant the court to im pose a nu isance o rder on the 
w indfarm  operator W indprospect and  the w ind fa rm  o w n er - P ow ergen  
R enew ables - under the E nvoronm en ta l P ro tection  A ct.

B oth  the ow ner and opera to r o f  the w in d fa rm  cou ld  face a fine o f  up  
to £50 ,000  if  the trial goes against them .

The d istric t ju d g e  dec id ed  tha  t there w as a case  to  answ er and 
Pow ergen  R enew ables and  W indprospec t w ill fa ce  a crim inal trial next 
year on January  12th 2004 at South L ak e lan d  M ag istra te s  C ourt in 
K e n d a l

N ow  w hat w as that about w indfarm s hard ly  m aking  any noise?

“I t’s not a green form  o f  energy, i t ’s chopping birds up, it's chopping 
bats up and it is ruining a lot o f people !s lifestyles. ”

Professor David Bellamy.

GLENMORISTON INDOOR i 
BOWLING CLUB

1
The Indoor B ow ling  C lub  m eet every M onday  afte rnoon  from  2pm - 

4pm  S um m er and W inter. E ven ing  sessions are  held  every  M onday 
evening from  7 .30pm  to 9 .30pm  from  6th O c to b e r to  m id  A pril. | 

M eetings are held  in the G lenm oriston  M illen n iu m  H all. j
New  m em bers are alw ays w elcom e. W hy  not try a gam e th is j 

W inter? (first m eeting is free o f charge). B ow ls are supplied , and the j 
aim  is friendly com petition  com bined  w ith  a good  ev en in g  out am ongst [ 
friends. j

Call Betty Draper on 01320 351313 I
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GLENMORISTON MILLENNIUM
HALL

T he new  H all w as opened in April 
1999 by C harles K ennedy and Pat 
(the P ier) M acdonald : in good tim e 
to w elcom e in the new  m illenn ium . 
T he o p en in g  n igh t was sp eed ily  
a r r a n g e d  b y  an  e x h a u s te d  
c o m m it te e ,  s t i l l  r e e l in g  f ro m  
o verseeing  the p lanning , tendering , 
re -tendering , bu ild ing , equ ipp ing , 
r e p o r t in g  to  g ra n t  g iv e r s  an d  
arranging paym ents for the new  H a ll.

T h e  G le n  r e s p o n d e d  
m ag n ificen tly  and  the new  (and  
la rg e r) H a ll w as p ack ed . D erek  
M acF arlan d  m arked  the open ing  
cerem ony  in the only w ay possible: 
w ith his p ipes, and  the ex cellen t 
dance m usic w as p rov ided  by H urly- 
B urly , S hona R obertson  and S heila  
Peters.

S o m e  a s to n is h m e n t  w a s  
exp ressed  at the “ enorm ous” (I put 
this in inverted  com m as because it 
was the low est priced p ro jec t o f the 
M illen n iu m  C om m ission ) cost o f  
£246 ,000  and doub ts that it w ould  
be m u ch  u s e d . T h is  fe a r  w a s  
unfounded. It has been andcon tinues 
to be w ell-used  - bu t not, perhaps, in 
the w ay som e w ould  see as being  
re levan t to them .

P erhaps letters to the ed ito rco u ld  
be one w ay o f  co rrec ting  th is?
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What does regularly happen?
I n d o o r  b o w l in g ,  P a in t in g ,  

B ad m in to n , A rt & C ra ft, Y oga, 
S c o t t is h  C o u n try  a n d  C e i l id h  
D an cin g  and  Y ou th  C lub  are all 
w ell-estab lished  and  run on a  w eekly  
basis by th e ir ow n m em bers.

S om e annual events have already  
b eco m e sem i-estab lish ed  and  are 
w ell-a ttended . T h e  S alvation  A rm y 
and  th e  E cu m en ica l C hurch  G roup 
arran g e  the C aro l S erv ice . T h e  
H o g m an ay  C eilid h  has been  the  
in sp ira tion  o f  Sandy G re ig , w ho, 
w ith  a  sm all g roup  o f  helpers has 
b u ilt up  a rep u ta tio n  fo r th is event. 
T h e  O v er-6 0 s D in n e r D ance (to 
w hich  “y o u n g ste rs” o f  ail ages up to 
59 are a lso  w e lco m e for a very 
m o d est p rice) has been very m uch  
apprecia ted  the last tw o years and 
m ad e  p o ss ib le  by th e  O v er-6 0 s 
C om m ittee . T he S co ttish  D ance 
G ro u p  hosts an annual dance in 
A pril, to w hich  all are w elcom e, but, 
be w arned , it is only for those w ho 
lik e  to  do  m o re  d a n c in g  th an  
d rin k in g ! F o r the last 2 years. 
H ighland  C ouncil have hired  the 
H all fo r part o f the C anal C eilidh  
T rail.
Music and Theatre.

T here has been an a ttem pt to see 
w h eth er su ffic ien t in terest exists in 
the G ien to have a range o f  m usic
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and theatre brought to  the doorstep  
at affordable prices. A  group, calling 
them slves “PA N ”, (not because  o f 
any sim ilarity to P an ’s People, but 
s tan d in g  fo r P ro m o ters  o f  A rts  
N etw ork, a H ighland-w ide group) 
have been b ringing  a  w ide variety  o f 
high standard en tertainm ent to the 
Hall over the last tw o and  a ha lf 
years. N eon strip  ligh ting  and 
badm inton court m arkings p resen t a 
decor challenge, w hich  they  have 
t r ie d  h a rd  to  o v e r c o m e  w ith  
u p lig h te rs  and  s ta n d a rd  lam p s, 
screens an d  ta rtan  tab le  c lo th s ; 
cushions fo r the no t-exactly -easy  
chairs are in the  p ipeline . T he  
potential fo r socialising  is seen to be 
o f m ajor im portance and a full b a r or 
glasses o f w ine are alw ays available .

F in a n c ia lly , th e  p ro g ra m m e s  
have been possib le  because grants 
have been aw arded  to co v e r the 
d e f ic i t  b e tw e e n  t i c k e t  a n d  
refreshm ent sales and  perfo rm ance 
costs. H ow ever, w ith  som e notab le 
exceptions: (Scottish /C eltic  m usic, 
national o rchestras and ch ild ren ’s 
theatre), there d o esn ’t seem  to be as 
m uch interest this year as p rev iously .

If  the thought o f  tu rning ou t to a 
concert or play in the hail on a 
W in ter’s evening seem s less inviting 
than staying hom e in front o f fire 
and telly, perhaps you  could  reflect 
on the d ifference betw een  m ince 
and tatties and a new  recipe y o u ’re 
trying for the first tim e   D o n ’t

you need  bo th?
T o en tice  you  to  try a  new  d ish , 

how' abou t M ae W est?  S he w ill be 
appearing  in  the H all in F eb ruary , 
com plete  w ith  co lourfu l regalia, one 
liners and  innuendo . B ut w e ’ll be 
able to see beh in d  the stage too , the  
w om an  b eh in d  the act: the m o ther, 
sister, lover.

L ite  B ite s . M any  give th e ir tim e 
and talen ts o v e r a six -w eek  period  
in the S u m m er to  m ake possib le  the 
only fu n d -ra is in g  ev en t for the  H all. 
T he se rv in g  o f  ho m em ad e soup, 
s a n d w ic h e s  a n d  b a k in g  is  
increasingly w ell-patronised and this 
year m ad e  a  p ro fit o f  alm ost £2 ,000 . 
B acked  by such  th ings as the sale o f 
b ric -a-b rac  and  the raffle  o f  a  p rin t 
from  B rian  C larkson , this a lm ost 
certain ly  m eans that the ongo ing  
costs o f  runn ing  the H ail can be m et 
w ith o u t e ith e r  in c re a s in g  h ir in g  
ch arg es or d ipp ing  into reserves.

W hich  b rings m e finally to saying
a w o rd  a b o u t  ......... th e  H a ll
C o m m it te e .  A l th o u g h ,  as 
in d iv id u a ls , m an y  m em b ers  are 
active in the even ts  w;h ich  take  place 
in the H ail, the C om m ittee  as such  
does no t p lan  a p rogram m e. It sees 
the p rem ises  are m ain ta in ed  and the 
bills a re  paid  b u t o ffers the facility  
fo r in te re s te d  p e o p le  to  se t up  
w ha tever they  choose. As you  see 
from  the above , qu ite  a few  peop le 
have tak en  th e  o p p o rtu n ity . I f  
som ebody  e lse  h a sn ’t o rgan ised  an
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ac tiv ity  th a t you  w ould  like, do  
p lease  c o n s id e r  g e ttin g  it g o ing  
yourself. T h e  w h o le  H all is unused  
m ost w eek en d s and often  during  the 
day tim e. Y ou certa in ly  d o n 't  have 
to jo in  the C om m ittee  to get involved 
in w ha t happens in the H all.

B efo re  closing , I w ould  like to 
un d erlin e  h o w  fo rtuna te  the G len  
has beep  in those w ho  have so far 
h e ld  the o ffice  o f  cha irm an  in, the 
new  hall. Ia n  C o m m o n  w as the first, 
w h o  so  e f f ic ie n tly  o v e rsaw  the  
p lann ing  and  bu ild ing  o f  the H all 
and w ith such  h u m o u r p resided  over 
and  m ain ta in ed  the im petus at the 
o f te n  te n s e  a n d  o c c a s io n a l ly  
d ispu ta tious com m ittee  m eetings. 
W h en  in c re a s in g  ill h ea lth  and, 
h o p efu lly , a sense o f a jo b  w ell 
d one, led  to his re tirem en t, J e f f  
D ym ond  w as p repared  to  step in, 
J e f f  had  had  a long  invo lvem ent 
w ith  hall m atters , having  m ore than 
ten years p rev iously  begun, w ith a 
sm all g roup  o f  friends, to fund-ra ise  
seriously  fo r ab e tte r  facility , raising 
a su m  o f  m o n ey  w h ich  m ade 
p o s s ib le  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  g ra n t  
app lications o f 1997/8. Jud ith  Poore 
took ov er from  Jeff, after a year on 
the com m ittee , during  w hich she 
w as the p rim e m over in getting  
acoustic  pan e llin g  installed . (The 
original p lan s inclu d ed p an eilin g b u t 
this had to  be rem oved, along  with 
m any o th er featu res, w hen the first 
tenders cam e in too  h igh .) T he

in c is iv en ess  and effic ien cy  show n 
in th is m atte r has co n tin u ed  th rough 
h er th ree years in the cha ir and, 
to g e th er w ith  a tac tfu l an d  quietly  
en co u rag in g  approach , has led to 
p roduc tive  b u sin ess  m eetings and 
the  b en e fit generally  o f  the  H all. 
S he now  fee ls  it is tim e for her to 
re tire  and m ake w ay fo r som eone 
new . T he new  cha irm an , fo llow ing  
th e  N o v e m b e r  A G M  is S im o n  
L ew ins.

T he thanks o f all o f  us go  to  these 
peop le , w ho  have been p repared  to 
take on the “top jo b ” but, o f  course 
they  are only the tip  o f  th e  p y ram id  
o f folks w ho are g iv ing  and  have 
g iv e n  s te r l in g  s e r v ic e  to  th e  
com m unity  over th e  decades. T his 
is an appeal to all those w ho have 
been  invo lved  in the past and  have 
lo st touch because, m aybe, they felt 
o v erb u rd en ed  or under-apprec ia ted  
or it w a sn 't “for th em ” anym ore or 
ju s t needed  a change: consider the 
H all yours and  m ake use o f  it; jo in  
those w ho run it if  you have a few  
spare hours a m onth  or som e fresh  
ideas for it. I f  you w ould  like m ore 
in fo rm ation , contact the secretary , 
M argare t A llen, 01320 351228.

Future events:
D ecem b er 13th: G rand  C raft Fay re 
D ecem ber 17th : C aro l Service 
D ecem ber 31st: H ogm anay  D ance 
Jan u ary  10th: O ver 60s D in n er/ 
D ance
F ebruary  27th: “M ae W est”
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From the Parish Minister
It is great to see M oriston  M atters 

back in p rin t again. I ’m sure w e are 
all appreciative o f  the hard  w ork 
that go es  in to  th e  g a th e r in g  o f  
articles, collating , p rin ting, s tap ling  
an d  d is t r ib u tio n .  W h y  a re  w e 
grateful? Surely , because it keeps us 
inform ed o f w hat is going on in our 
com m unity .

W e like to keep  inform ed. G ood 
com m unication  is as im portan t in a 
com m unity as it is in an organisation. 
The better inform ed w e are, the m ore 
we know  and the m ore w e m ay be 
able to do to both help and en joy  our 
com m unity . W e m ay hear o f an 
activity in w hich  w e w ould  take 
pleasure, or w e m ay hear o f  a need 
w hich  w e feel able to m eet. Y es, 
com m unication is a w onderful thing.

N o w , so m e  r e a d e r s ,  w h i le  
d e l ig h te d  a t th is  m e a n s  o f  
com m unication opening once again, 
may also w onder from  tim e to tim e

w hy it is that our C rea to r seem s so 
po o r a t co m m unica ting  w ith  H is 
creation . O r to pu t it an o th er w ay, 
“W hy  does G od not sp eak  to peop le  
now adays?” The evidence all around 
us seem s to suggest G o d ’s silence -  
w hether it be in terna tional ev en ts  in 
the M iddle East o r Iraq -  or the 
situation  c lo ser to  hom e in N orthern  
Ireland and the daily horrors o f  w hich 
w e read  in the daily  new spapers. Is 
G od silent -  or is H e there at all?

I w ant to  suggest that the problem , 
if  there  be one, is no t one o f  G o d ’s 
p o o r  c o m m u n ic a t io n .  O n  th e  
con trary , it is our recep tio n  that is 
poor. I am  to ld  there are som e very 
fine radio  p rog ram m es th ese  days, 
bu t none o f the rad ios in o u r house 
lick up any signal, so we can n o t sit 
at hom e and listen  to  the fine ou tpu t 
ov er the airw aves.

T he fact is that G od is speak ing  
ail the tim e to us. H e speaks o f  H is
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b eau ty  in the c rea ted  w orld . W hen 
w e look  a t the w onderfu l scenery  
am ongst w hich  w e are  p riv ileg ed  to 
liv e  w e often say how  lucky w e are, 
but rarely  do w e acknow ledge  W ho 
it w as that m ade th is m agn ificen t 
landscape. G od is sp eak in g  through 
the h ills and glens.

G od also speaks m ore perso n ally  
to us in ou r sense o f  rig h t and  w rong. 
F ro m  w h ere  does that sen se  o f  
m ora lity  com e? Is it all learned  from  
o u r paren ts?  N o, w e have p lan ted  in 
us (a lb e it very  b lu n ted  in som e 
p eo p le ’s lives) a consc ience -  and 
that consc ience w as p lan ted  by G od 
-  a good and  m oral G od.

A nd  that raises the question  -  
w ell, i f  G od is such  a good and 
m oral G od -  w hy all the w ickedness 
in th e  w orld . W ell, ac tua lly , all this 
w ickedness and  its effec ts  (w hich 
are m any) are also  part o f  G o d ’s 
com m unication  w ith  us. H e w ants 
us to acknow ledge w ickedness for 
w hat it is -  nam ely , life lived w ithout 
re ference  to H im . A ll w ickedness 
stem s from  a d isregard  for G od, and 
ou r w orld  suffers as a result.

V ery depressing , you say? A nd 
so it w ould  be if  it w ere no t for 
G o d ’ s s u p re m e  m e a n s  o f  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  -  n a m e ly  th e  
sending  o f  H is Son to speak  to us -  
and the w ritten  reco rd  o f the com ing  
o f  Jesus (the B ible tells us o f  G o d ’s 
p la n  to  s e n d  J e s u s -  th e  O ld  
T estam ent, and o f  the even t and

w h a t  f o l lo w e d  it -  th e  N e w  
T estam ent).

Y ou say  th a t all h ap p en ed  a very  
long  tim e ago  -  G od com ing  to 
speak  to p eo p le  in P alestine . A nd so 
it w as, b u t the G od W ho  spoke 
th ro u g h  J e s u s ’ w o rd s th en , s till 
sp eak s to  peop le  th ro u g h  J e s u s ’ 
w ords today . G od com m unica tes 
very clearly  to  anyone w h o  w ill 
listen . T im e to  get tu n ed  in.

R ev. H ugh  W att

Parish Church
Services

T he C hurch  o f  S co tland  S erv ices 
have changed  venue since the last 
ed ition  o f  M oriston  M atters. W e 
now  m eet in the In v e rm o ris to n  
M illenn ium  H all on  the first Sunday  
o f  each  m onth  at 3pm . T his serv ice 
is for the w hole com m unity  and all 
are w elcom e -  of all ages. W e have 
a Sunday C lub  each  m onth  for the 
ch ild ren  and th roughou t the year w e 
have occasional special services. O n 
the first S unday  o f  O ctober we have 
a H a rv es t T h a n k sg iv in g  F am ily  
Serv ice , and on the Sunday p rio r to 
C h ris tm as  w e have a C h ris tm as 
F am ily  S erv ice . W e h av e  been  
encouraged  at the larger attendances 
in Inverm oriston  and  w ill w elcom e 
ail new com ers. D o put the dates in 
yo u r diary for 3 pm  on the first 
Sunday  o f  each  m onth.
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From
Your
Local

rnnnrillnr

It is going to  be a b u sy  and 
in teresting  w inter.

O ur m inds w ill be occup ied  w ith 
is s u e s  su c h  as  R e n e w a b le  
E n erg y ....w in d  farm s and  hydro  
schem es, access and land issues and 
w ho know s, even a b it  o f en joym ent.

WIND ENERGY
A s I w rite W est C oast E nergy  

has a rran g ed  p u b lic  d isp lay s  at 
D a ich riecart. Inverm oriston , F ort 
A ugustus and Invergarry.

F o llow ing  the displays it is likely 
their p lann ing  application  w ill be 
lodged.

T hat m eans that the tim e fo rpub ic  
consultation  will be w ith us.

I in ten d  to ho ld  a se r ie s  o f  
surgeries throughout N ovem ber and 
you may choose to com e along  and 
give m e your view s. I w ill also  do 
my best to speak to as m any o f  you

as possib le  on an in d iv id u a l basis.
I expect the C om m unity  C ouncil 

w ill deal w ith  the ap p lica tio n  som e 
tim e during  N ovem ber/D ecem ber 
and that is another fo ru m  fo r you to 
have y o u r view s heard .

W a tc h  lo ca l n e w sp a p e rs  and 
n o tic e  b o a rd s  fo r  th e  d a te s  o f  
m eetings.

T he detailed p lann ing  application 
papers will be ava ilab le  at H igh land  
C o u n cil h ead q u arte rs  an d  at the 
S erv ice  Point in F o rt A ugustus.

A s e v e r  w ith  a n y  p la n n in g  
app lica tion , letters fro m  ind iv iduals 
are very  im portan t and  w h e th e r you 
are in favour o f  the app lica tion  o r 
against, I urge you  to m ake your 
view s know n.

OTHER SCHEMES.
I very m uch en jo y ed  the even ing  

at Inverm oriston  M illen n iu m  H all 
w hen  S ir M artin  H o ld g a te  took us 
th rough an even ing  o f  d iscussion  on 
ren ew ab le  energy an d  he lped  us to 
see the b igger p ic tu re  and  ou r p lace 
in it.

T here  w ere som e issues to follow  
up arising  from  the ev en in g  the 
com m unity  council and  I w ill take 
that on board.

I f  anyone w ould  like a copy o f 
M artin  H o ld g a te 's  su m m in g  up, I 
w ould  be happy to copy  them  one. 
M eanw hile  the G lendoe appl ication 
m akes its w ay th ro u g h  the system . 
M y understand ing  is that w e are still 
w a iting  on a traffic im p ac t study 
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and m ore env ironm en ta l eva lua tion , 
tak ing  particu la r acco u n t o f  the b ird  
p o pu la tions affec ted  and d isposal o f  
s p o i l .  I t is  u n l ik e ly  th a t  th e  
applica tion  w ill com e to P lann ing  
co m m ittee  b efo re  F eb ru a ry  n ex t 
year.

F o r your in terest, there  is an o th er 
app lica tion  lodged  b y  In nogy  using  
som e o f the sam e h eadw aters  as 
S co ttish  and  S ou thern  E lec tric  fo r 
the G lendoe application .

In addition  th ere  are at 3 o ther 
sm all hydro schem es p roposed  along 
S ou th  L och  N ess.

T he o ther e lem en t o f  th is is w hat 
does the com m unity  gain?

I saw  w ith  In terest new s item s 
abou t the eng ineers fro m  50 years 
a g o  v is i t in g  th e  s c h e m e s  th e y  
p lanned  and  built.

It is a good  tim e to  reflect on the 
legacy  in H ig h lan d s have had  as a 
legacy o f these g reat hydro  schem es. 
T h ere  w ere jo b s at the tim e, but 
w hat else?

I am  aw are th a t m any o f  you 
w ould  like to see som e d irec t local 
link from any new  energy  schem es, 
be th a t c h e a p e r  e le c tr ic ity  or a 
s c h e m e  to  fu n d  e n e rg y  sa v in g  
m easu res  in  local co m m u n itie s . 
A long  with the C om m unity  C ouncil 
and  indeed  the added  w eigh t o f  
S tra therrick  C om m unity  C ouncil I 
will be tak ing  fo rw ard  background  
m eetings to exp lo re  ou r options.

A s a m e m b e r  o f  H ig h la n d  
C ouncil p lan n in g  co m m ittee  I w ill 
M oriston M attel's - W in ter 2003

not be in v o lv ed  in  nego tia tions w ith  
an ap p lican t, bu t can  he lp  to p repare  
ou r though ts.

A ll o f  th is  d o es not take aw ay 
from  the b as ic  p rem ise .

Y es w e all su pport R enew ab le  
E n erg y , b u t a re  th e se  th e  r ig h t 
schem es in the rig h t place.

E ll h ea r from  m any  o f  you abou t 
that over th e  nex t few  m onths.

ACCESS ISSUES
A  go o d  few  o f  you a ttended  the 

m eetings fac ilita ted  by  K en K nott 
o f  F o re s t  E n te rp r is e  w h e n  w e 
d iscussed  land  use and access issues.

O ne o f  the ou tcom es was areas 
iden tified  w here w e can im prove 
public  access. I hope that we can  
m ake p rog ress o v e r the w in ter and 
m ake som e fund ing  app lications to 
enab le  the  w ork  to go  ahead.

W e have a G lenm oriston  L and  
U se P artnersh ip  to take fo rw ard  the 
ideas. A nyone w ith an interest in 
jo in in g  us, let m e know .

HERITAGE
T here a re  so m any  sites o f great 

heritage w orth around Inverm oriston 
and the G len  and  i am  constan tly  
concerned  that no preservation  or 
in te rp re ta tio n  w ork is underw ay. 
T h ere  is little  h o p e  o f  H is to ric  
S c o tla n d  o r  H ig h la n d  C o u n c il  
o rg a n is in g  a n y th in g .  T h e y  
in c r e a s in g ly  se e  th e ir  ro le  as 
facilita tor, w hich m eans we have to 
help ourselves. If  the active heritage
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group or any  other m em bers o f  the 
com m unity w ish to take p ro jects 
forw ard, get in touch  w ith m e and 
we will see w hat can be done.

W e need to shou lder som e o f the 
planning and funding applica tion  
w ork and get things m oving.

COMMUNITY 
LEARNING.

Inverm oriston  M illenn ium  H all 
com m ittee have a good  p rogram m e 
o f events an d  recreation  activ ities in 
the village. T hey do very w ell.

But how about using D alchriecart 
School B u ild ing? W e could  use it 
m ore as a com m unity  m eeting place. 
H as anyone an in terest in C om puter 
courses e.g. In troduction  to the 
in ternet an d  e-m ail cou rses?  A rt 
classes?

Let me know' if there is a dem and  
and I can see w hat can  be organised . 

M argaret D avidson 
H ighland  C ouncillo r 
Loch N ess W est.
A briachan N urseries; Loch N ess 

Side; Inverness IV3 8LA 
Tel/Fax 01463 861424 
e-mail:

margaret.davidson.cljr@highland.gov.uk

We would like to offer our 
condolences on the sad death of Lee 
Cormac of Invermoriston who died 
on 25th November aged 16 years 
after a long illness. He leaves a 
mother, Caroline and brother Jordan.

Gienmoriston 
Painting Class
T h e  fifth  seaso n  started  on 

T uesday  14th O ctober. T h e  class 
takes p lace  in th e  G ienm oriston  
H a ll  m e e t in g  ro o m  e v e ry  
T uesday  2 .30pm  to  4 .30pm .

T he cu rren t session  runs for 
ten w eeks up to  C hristm as and 
then  there is an o th e r ten  w eek  
session  in the S p rin g  o f  2004.

T h is  is a  th r iv in g  an d  
en thusiastic  c lub  w o rk in g  under 
the gu idance o f  o u r ta len ted  and 
resourcefu l tu tor, D av id  Gerrard.

If  you are in terested  in  jo in in g  
us then p lease  co n tac t M ave Ersu 
on 01320  351326

MASSIVE 
CRAFT 
FAYRE

SATURDAY 
13th DECEMBER

10am - 4pm

INVERMORISTON HALL

S upport local C raft P roducers 
and buy  y o u r g ifts  here.
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INVERMORiSTON RENEWABLE 
ENERGY DEBATE

In July  o f  th is year there was a 
g eneral deba te  on renew ab le  energy  
in the  hall in Inverm oriston  cha ired  
by  S ir M artin  H oldgate. W e h av e n ’t 
space here  fo r the w hole sum m ing  
up  b u t h av e  in c lu d e d  th e  m o s t 
re lev an t part o f  the sum m ary.

T he cha irm an  states:
“P e rh a p s  the m o st im p o rtan t 

th ing  w e w ill take aw ay from  this 
even ing  is the cen tral role o f  social 
c o n s id e r a t io n s .  M an y  sp e a k e rs  
insisted  on the need for social equity.

P o in ts m ade included:
1. A n y  b e n e f i ts  p a id  to  the  

com m unity  shou ld  be channelled  
back  into the enhancem ent o f  energy 
e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  
a llev iation  o f  energy  poverty . (Does 
this mean low energy light bulbs fo r  
everyone ? - There is already help 
available in the form  o f grants fo r  
insulation, central heating etc fo r  
those who cannot afford it. Editor)

2. L ocal elec ted  C ouncils w ere 
the ones to dec ide  how  to spend the 
m oney.

3. T he eco n o m ics  o f  renew ables 
w ere no t b e in g  eva lua ted  correctly . 
R enew able  e lec tric ity  w ould  cost 
around 8p a un it as against cu rren t 
m arket p rices o f 3p to 4p, m aking 
schem es inh eren tly  uncom petitive.
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W h o  w o u ld  pay  for the b ack -up  
capac ity  and  connections costs?

(We understand that the taxpayer 
will have to bear the cost o f the 
necessary grid upgrade. -  Editor)

4. It w as uncerta in  how' m any 
jo b s  w o u ld  b e  c r e a te d  b y  th e  
d ev e lo p m en t o f  renew ables, g iven  
th a  t m ost o f  the equ ipm en t w ould  
co m e from  ou tside  Scotland.

(W e are  to ld  the p ro p o se d  
Glenmoriston development o f 21 
turbines will create 2 ‘virtual’ jobs, 
whereas the Skye development o f 30 
turbines will create 2 part-tim e  
jobs!)

5. H ow  co u ld  the im pact on the 
to u ris t industry  be quantified  and 
in jec ted  in to  the process o f  social 
ju d g e m e n t?  (The V isitScotland  
survey carried out last year stated 
26% o f  visitors would, not return to 
an area were there are turbines. 
The Scottish Executive Mori poll 
predicted 20%)

6. H ow  w ould  the w ider im pact 
on  ‘Jo e  P u b l ic ’ be ta k e n  in to  
accoun t?  (It is essential that if you 
want to object you contact you MSP, 
MP, H igh land  C ouncillor and  
Community Councillor in order to 
be h e a rd. Th e silent majority is heard 
by no one.)
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Finally , the m eeting seem ed  in 
no doubt o f  the value o f  d iscussions 
like the one held this evening. It had 
been conducted  in a fair, open  and 
m utually  re sp ec tfu l a tm o sp h ere . 
Points m ade included:

1. P eop le  w ant to be invo lved  in 
the debate over developm ents that 
affect the p lace  they live in, o r  p laces 
to w hich  they  are a ttached . A ll 
‘stakeho lders ' m ust feel they  have 
had an opportunity  to have th e ir say.

2. T he pub lic  needs in form ation . 
A ro u te  m ap  th ro u g h  th e  
adm inistrative ju n g le  o f po lic ies, 
strategies, schem es, developm en t 
control regula tions E IA s and  so on 
is bad ly  needed. C ouncils have a 
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  in fo rm  th e i r  
electorates.

3. N o n - g o v e r n m e n ta l  
o rg a n iz a t io n s  a n d  c o n c e r n e d  
ind ividuals m ust be  m ade to  feel 
that th e ir v iew s are v a lu ed  and 
listened to.

4 . M in iste rs  and the S co ttish  
E xecutive need to be sensitive to 
public concerns and to m ake sure 
that p roposed  m ajor po licies are 
d e b a te d  o p e n ly  b e fo re  f in a l  
decisions are taken.

T his is particu larly  the case w ith 
e n e rg y  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w h e re  
schem es w ith  a capacity  o f  over 
50m w  b y -p ass  n o rm al p la n n in g  
p rocesses and  are considered  by the 
Energy M in is te r -w h o  m ust consult 
local authorities bu t w ho g ives them

o n ly  a v e ry  s h o r t  p e r io d  fo r  
resp o n se .”

S ince th is m eetin g  M u rd o  F rase r 
M S P  m anaged  to  have a  m otion  
hea rd  in th e  S co ttish  E x eu c tiv e  
ask in g  fo r a m o ra to r iu m  on  ail 
w in d fa rm  p la n n in g  ap p lic a tio n s  
un til a p ro p e r s tra teg y  co u ld  be 
w orked  out. D esp ite  there  be ing  
m ore co n trib u tio n s to the S co ttish  
E xecu tive on lin e  fo rum  than  on any 
o ther sub ject -  M urd o  F rase r w as 
unsuccessfu l.

W hat w as in teresting  is that som e 
M SPs are u n d er the m isconcep tion  
that 80%  o f  p lan n in g  app lica tion  in 
S co tland  w ill be tu rned  dow n. T h ey  
w ere in  fact co rrec ted  by th e  Energy 
M in iste r that a lthough  80%  w ere 
tu rned  dow n  in E ng land  only  10% 
w ill be den ied  in S co tland .

P lease  see  the m ap o f  p lann ing  
a p p lic a tio n s  a lre a d y  s u b m itte d / 
p roposed  on the V iew s o f  S co tland  
site or w w w .w in d -fa rm .o rg . i f  you 
w ant to see ex ac tly  w hat is p lanned  
for Scotland.

T he latest m ap does not take into 
account the 500  tu rb ines p ro p o sed  
for M ull and  the A rd n am u rch an  
peninsular.

M ore in fo rm atio n  on w indfarm s 
and  th e ir e ffec ts  on  p eo p le  and 
com m unities can  be found at: 

www.wind-farm.org 
T h ere  is also  a fo rum  w here  w ind 

farm  topics can  be d iscussed  as w ell 
as m any artic les on the subject.
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A telephone ca ll. A conversation. A 
suggestion made to me: "You could 
write an article for Moriston Matters, 
Sylvia. Something to do with gardening, 
may be give us some hints and tips.”

My heart sank, words won't come, 
help! Only experts give tips on how to 
do it, and I'm not one.

All that was a couple of weeks ago 
and I’ve calmed down now, thought 
about it anddecided if I can't do 'Hints 
and Tips' I could do 'Reflections and 
Thoughts' on gardening.

Those of you have lived hereabouts 
for all your lives will have met and 
solved a lot of the problems. For me, an 
incomer from the soft South, gardening 
in Dalchreichart came as quite a shock.

From  my very first day (well, 
second) I had a lesson to learn. The 
furniture arrived with, amongst other 
things, a large number of pots with 
small cuttings of some of my favourite 
plants. Having things like furniture and 
pots and pans to sort out, the plants got 
consigned to a paved area at the back, 
"Its June the 6th " I think, "they will be 
alright out there for a day or two."

Wrong! a frosty night and 90% of 
them dead as dodos.

You will all know about the "rocks,” 
and to think I actual ly had to buy rockery 
stones for my "Down South " rockery. 
I was dreaming about earth moving 
rocks, there’s just a small stone here I’ll

By Sylvia Andrews

get that out no bother!. - I'll need the big 
fork! - I'll need the spade! -I'll need my 
H usband! W e'll need the six foot 
jem m y! —  We'll need some logs and 
bricks for pivots! - Two Tonnes later 
we have lifted that small stone. The 
sense o f triumph quite makes up for the 
effort.

Then there’s the shortness o f the 
growing season. July and August seem 
to be reliably without frost (so far). The 
year I thought to grow runner beans we 
had a heavy frost on June 21st, that did 
them  no good at all. Very early  
September has been known to kill off 
all the plants in pots and baskets before 
I've had time to take cuttings.

This year I have had a real triumph. 
I’ve managed two ripe and three semi- 
ripe tomatoes, on plants in the garden! 
Being pessimistic, I’ve now put them 
into the greenhouse, in the hope that all 
the green ones left will ripen.

Despite all the problems there is 
nowhere that I would rather be than in 
my garden, It’s in such a lovely place. I 
look up from my weeding and see 
mountains (often snow capped) and 
forests and miles and miles of beautiful 
sky. Its quiet and peacefu l, The 
occasional friendly neighbour and 
visitor to chat to over the fence, two 
d ogs to keep me com pany  and 
somewhere or the other a busy husband.

Life in the garden is good!
The one helpful hint I feel perfectly 

qualified to offer is
"Enjoy your Gardening"
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ACROSS
6 Pathnam e o f .& co. (6 .5 .4)
7 A B ritt? (5)
9 See 11 dow n
11 F low er o f Scotland. (5)
12 I t 's  but a sm ashed urn. (4)
13 Sign o f extrem e fem inism ? (4)
14 Substitu te 19 dow n. (9)
16 I hear w e are not so big. (4)
17 C ould one be 23 dow n? (4)
18 R efuse to drink. (5.4)
21 See 24 across.
22 B ack  us for a fight. (4)
24 & 21 A U -turn on prestige. 
(5.4)

25 D ow n som e alcoholic  drink  
in itia lly . (3)
27 B efo re  and  behind  an abbot.

(5)
28 Pay fo r a psychiatric  w ing  for 

one second. (11.4)

DOWN
1 R osacea, anaem ia and cyanosis 
are standard  sym ptom s. (3.5 .3 .4)
2 P erseveres to exh ib it 
C o n stab le’s art. (5)
3 F orfe it un fit fo r a sw im m er. (4)
4 T o u g h  m eat, not cooked  righ t 
through. (5)
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5 W orry ..fre t..w o rk  m ay do  it 
..believe m e! (4 .2 A 3 .2 )
8 A  k ing  to  a count. (4)
9 R everend  S pooner begs to  v isit 
the coast. (9)
10 A cting  secretary  in m id  
sentence. (5.4)
11 & 9 across P rov ing  g round  fo r a 
tria l m arriage? (4 .3)
14 W as it inundated , w ith  
passengers bu t no t a sing le cab in  
availab le?  (3)
15 T ack le  from
beh ind ..cu rio sity ..large  ungulate . 
(3)
19 T idy 14 across. (4)
20  T ype o f 9 across for those 
seriously  affected? (4)
21 H e 5s an expert in  b r ie f  undies. 
(5)
23 P leased  w ith o n e se lf  fo r being  
prom inent. (5)
26 G rassy b its saw n  off. (4)

T hanks to A lan and  H ea th er Sm art 
for the crossw ord .

Scottish Dance 
Group

W e m eet every  T hursday  from  
7 .30  to 9 .3 0  p m  in the v illage  hall 
and  are very  fo rtu n a te  to  hav e  
tw o excellen t teachers in S heila  
P eters and M arg are t H ill. Sheila, 
(w hom  m ost peop le  know  as one 
h a lf  o f  H uriy  B urly  and , recen tly , 
as a near-resident ceilidh  presenter 
at the H otel, p lay ing  her accordion 
to g e th e r  w i th  e i th e r  S h o n a  
R ob ertso n  o r J im  D o n a ld so n ), 
teaches p rim arily  ce ilidh  dances. |

Yes, ex ac tly  those dances she 
p lays fo r in the H o tel and  y ou 've  
w ished  you  k n e w !

M a r g a re t  t e a c h e s  m a in ly  j 
country  dances and  m ust o ften  | 
despair at the m esses  w e get into, 

j e v e n  th o u g h  w e m ig h t h a v e  | 
i rem em bered  m oves reasonab ly  j 
J w ell the w eek  before.

Its  g reat ex e rc ise  and very  
en joyab le  and  anyone w anting  to 
try  it w ould  be given a w arm  
w elcom e.

The group  w ill be hosting a 
w eekend  in  A pril, dancing  to the 
m usic o f G ordon Shand's Scottish f 
D ance B and. F riday  the 2nd wall 
be country  dancing  and Saturday  
old tim e ce ilidh  dancing. Y ou’ll 
be hearing m ore nearer the tim e.

M ore info  01320  351228 I
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Glenmoriston Arms Hotel
“What’s on in December?”

Friday 5th of December. {Hurly Burly from 9.30 pm in the Hotel)
Playing again in the Hotel after the success of the first time they have played 
we would like to proudly introduce Hurly Burly, with their excellent mix of 
Scottish Country Dancing. This is as ever free admission to everyone so 
come along & join us.
Sunday 7th of December. We are ciosed this evening for our Staff Party, 
we apologise in advance for any inconvenience it may cause. We believe 
that we deserve it!!!!
Christmas Eve. Christmas Eve, we wili be open aii day until 12.30am in 
order to see in the Big Day. The Tavern will be closed. The Hotel Bar though 
will have a great atmosphere as ever it should be a really good time. You are 
all welcome.
Christmas Day. In the day the Hotel & Tavern is closed, but in the evening 
after 6pm we are having a party just for the loca! community & friends. With 
a buffet & a punch.. .and free admission the only thing you must do to gain
admission is to either sing a song, tell a joke, a tale or do a dance and
that’s everyone without exception.
Boxing Day The Hotel will be open as usual for Drinks.
Friday 28th of December. (Sheila Peters & Jim Donaldson in the Hotel) 
A little bit of light entertainment between the big dates, we have playing in 
the Hotel Sheiia Peters of Hurly Burly & Jim Donaldson. Having played twice 
before in the Hotel they always go down well, your friends and families are 
more than welcome.
Hogmanay the 31st of December
We will be open as Normal from 11 am to 10pm, when the Hotel will join the 
Village Hall in their Hogmanay celebration, after bringing in the New Year, 
all will be welcome back at the Hotel, where the celebrations wili continue.. 
Nik, Hazel & All of us at The Glenmoriston Arms.

Sylvan House, Glenmoriston, Inverness 1V63 7YJ 
Telephone: 01320 340210 

http://www.ipw.com
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