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HAPPY NEW YEAR !!

1993 has com e in ra g in g  with snow s, b lizza rd s, ga les  and 
flood s, th e  w orst fo r  a good  few  yea rs . Lets h ope  the 
w eather calm s down soon . It was q u ite  an e f fo r t  to  s e t  into 
p rod u ction  fo r  th is issue o f  the m agazine a fte r  all the 
fe stiv itie s . H owever on ce  a start is made, it*s not s o  bad.

1 ca n ’ t wait until the last traces  o f  snow  d isap p ear so  
that we can  see  the f ir s t  s ig n s  o f  the a con ites, c r o cu se s  
and sn ow d rop s . The garden  has been  bleak fo r  what seem s 
such  a long time that it will be su ch  a welcom e s ig h t to 
see  some sp r in g  co lou r  return .

I rece iv ed  an oth er letter from  o u r  reg u la r co n tr ib u to r , Mrs 
Baxter in A berdeen . Upon read in g  the a rtic le  abou t the 
H istory o f  the C hurch  in the Autumn 1992 issu e, sh e 
inform ed me that sh e had been bap tised  by th e Rev. Mac Neil 
in 1919 and m arried by  the Rev. T u rn er in 1948. It is n ice  
to  hear follow  u ps to  the s to r ies  that fea tu re  in the 
magazine.

E veryone was sadden ed  b y  the deaths o f  two o f  the G len 's 
o ld est res id en ts , Donald MacDonald o f  A chnaconeran  and 
Norman Harris o f  Balintom buie, D alchreichart. Our 
sym pathies g o  to  both  fam ilies.

The next issue is d u e  ou t in April s o  please sen d  y ou r 
a rtic les  to;

The E ditor. The Old Well. 
D alchreichart, G lenm oriston, 
In v e rn e ss -sh ire , IV3 6YJ.
Tel: 0320 40205.



Obituary
Donald MacDonald, A chnaconeran, died at Eaigraore Hospital 
on the 17th January. He will be sad ly  m issed by  all who 
knew him. The large  num ber who attended  his fun eral se rv ice  
in the A bbey  C hurch and who stood  at the g ra v esid e  at 
Inverm oriston  is a m easure o f  his popu larity . Many fr ie n d s  
gathered from far and near to pay their last rep ects .

Donald was born  at A chnaconeran 85 years  ago, the y ou n gest 
o f  a large  fam ily. He spen t most o f  h is life  there on the 
fam ily c r o ft  which has been  a fam ily home fo r  many 
gen eration s. There, might be fou n d  a tru e  Highland welcome 
and real old  fash ion ed  Highland H ospitality. A better 
n e ig h bou r would be hard to fin d . Donald also w orked with 
the F orestry  Commission, an occu pation  which dovetailed  
with c ro ft in g  to e v e r y b o d y s ’ b en efit  from  the early 
tw enties until re cen t "rationalisation".

When "Donly M ysie" was born  there, th ere w ere a dozen  
fam ilies liv in g  at A chnaconeran. At least fo u r  were Donald 
MacDonalds, so  to d istingu ish  them, a nickname was 
n ecessary . G ranny's name was Maisie. O thers were the 
Hamishes, the A rch ies and the D rovers. At Inverm oriston  at 
that time w ere Dannie Bahn, Dannie the P ier and later Dan 
the B obby, all Donald MacDonald. Donly was the last 
su rv iv o r  o f  these.

Donald was a qu iet unassum ing h ighland gentleman but many 
will rem em ber his qu iet hum our and read y  hospitality  at his 
home ’up  the h ill’ . We extend ou r s in cere  con d olen ces  to 
his w ife Cathie and fam ily, C hristine, Patty, Alastair and 
Brian. Also to his s is ters , Bella and Teenie and to his 
gran d ch ild ren .

The sum o f  o v e r  £200 was co llected  at the fun era l in aid o f  
Cancer R esearch.

P.M.D.



Childrens Committee
The run up to Christinas is always a b u sy  time. F irst o f f , 
we held ou r annual b on fire  and firew ork s  d isp lay . Luckily  
the weather held out apart from  the s tron g  wind. There was 
a good turnout and e v e ry b o d y , apart from  a few  little ones, 
en joy ed  the trem endous firew ork s  d isplay. Our thanks to all 
those who helped.

The next fu n d ra is in g  even t was the Ceilidh. A lthough the 
attendance was v e r y  poor, the entertainm ent certa in ly  
w asn ’ t ! The sch oo l ch ild ren  sang a co llection  o f  son gs ,
Mrs E verett ’ s dan cers  perform ed  their highland flin g s  and 
sw ord dan ces, Ann M cArthur from  Fort A ugustus delighted  
e v e ry b o d y  with her love ly  vo ice  and gu itar p laying , Mr. 
Macfarland gave us a grea t selection  o f  tunes on the 
bagp ipes and John Grant who kept the dan cin g  go in g  
inbetween times. We are v e ry  g ra te fu l to all perform ers and 
all those who ga ve  up their time to help.

Following on c lose ly  on the C eilidh 's heels came the ever 
popular Sale o f  Work and Auction. All the usual stalls and 
attractions were th ere a lthough , this year, Santa was too 
bu sy  to attend.

The Prize Winners w ere as follow s:

Salmon -  Nancy McLeod 
Coal -  Katie Common 
Selection Box -  R. Clark, F.A. 
Champagne -- Fredd ie Brownlee 
Hamper -  Alison M acintosh 
Sh erry  -  Darren McEwan 
Wine -  Sheila MacLellan 
P ictures ~ Allan Common 
B iscuits -  G eoff Mudditt 
S hortbread  ~ Nancy McLeod 
Coal -  M. Girvan 
Shortbread  ~ Vickie Common 
Wine -  Sarah MacKenzie 
Wine -  Jim A nderson  
Wine -  Geoff Mudditt 
T eddy -  Jackie MacKenzie

Guess the no. o f  sw eets -  
Iren e Brownlee

Guess w eight o f  Xmas Pud 
Jackie MacKenzie

N essie ’ s Prize -
Simon MacLellan

Bottle o f  Malt W hisky -  
Leonard Grant 

Glasses -  Les W ebster, F.A.

Many thanks to Alistair M acintosh fo r  his expert 
auctioneering ( I ’ m sure he must have been one in a 
prev iou s life ! ) and to e v e ry b o d y  else who lent a hand on 
the night. Approxim ately £320 was raised .



Finally came the ch ild re n ’ s party  and teen agers  outing . The 
m ajority o f  the ch ild ren  attended  the party  and had a great 
time with p len ty  o f  games and good ies  to eat and drink  
( thanks to eill parents who prov id ed  ). Simon MacLellan 
made an excellent jo b  o f  the games ( not an easy task ! ) 
and who, a long with the more e n erg e tic  adu lts present, 
en terta ined  the ch ild ren  v e r y  well. L uckily  Santa was able 
to make a qu ick  v is it  to the party  and had p arce ls  fo r  all. 
Also, upon  d igg in g  deep  into the p ock ets  o f  his red  coat, 
he came a c r o s s  some ch ocola te  co in s  w hich w ere much 
a pp recia ted  b y  both  ch ild ren  and parents ( a lthough  the 
latter m ight have p re fe rre d  the real McCoy at that time o f  
year ! ).

Thanks to  the Marine H arvest fo r  the use o f  the gen erator, 
Allan Common fo r  the Christm as tree  and e v e ry b o d y  else 
involved .

The teen a gers  had th eir v is it  to the cinem a in In vern ess.
19 went, taken in variou s veh icles . Our thanks g o  to all 
d r iv ers .

So that b rin g s  the y ea rs  a ctiv ities  to a close  and the 
committee can breath  a h uge sigh  o f  re lie f !!

Obituary
Norman Harris died p eacefu lly  at Haig more Hospital on  
Sunday 31st January aged  90. Mr Harris m oved to  
Balintom buie, D alchreichart in 1968 with his wife 
Joeseph ine who died  in 1989. He, a long with his son , Grant, 
fou n d ed  Balintombuie Deer Farm. He was a lso resp on sib le  fo r  
the form ation  o f  the D alchreichart T.V. Club.

He is su rv iv e d  b y  his s is te r  Kay, 96, who lives  in 
E din bu rgh , and b y  h is son s, A nthony and Grant, and their 
fam ilies, to whom we extend  ou r s in cere  con d olen ces.



Club News
SEWING FOR PLEASURE

Since O ctober last year a g rou p  o f  ladies from  the ’Glen’ 
have been  meeting on T uesday ev en in g s  in D ulchreichard  
School p rod u cin g  items o f  sew ing and em broidery  fo r  
Christm as p resen ts , a lso p ictu res  in ta p estry  and 
cro s s -s t it c h , person al ca rd s  fo r  all o cca ss ion s  in 
c r o s s -s t itc h  and e n jo y in g  them selves in exch an gin g  ideas, 
tips and a lso en cou rag in g  the b eg in n ers  in th is ty p e  o f  
h obby .

If any oth er ladies are in terested  in this and would like 
to come along, a welcome awaits you  th ere , w hether you  are 
an exp ert or beg in n er. This session  started  on T uesday 19th 
January and will go  on fo r  another 10 w eeks. Please phone 
Isobel A nthony ( 40227 } if you  fee l you  would like to jo in  
ou r m erry band. { Fee is £1 per n igh t which inclu des a 
cu ppa  ! )

BADMINTON

The Badminton Club resum ed play a fte r  the Xmas break. 
A nyone wanting a game, w hether b eg in n er or expert, should  
g o  a long to the hall e v ery  T uesday ev en in g  at 8.00pm.

WHIST

The 1992 session  ended  with its usual flo r ish . The ra ffle  
was enorm ous with too many w inners b y  fa r  to m ention but 
the poin ts w inners w ere: Is t  Alec Grant, 2nd Nan Grant, and 
3rd L esley  Common. A lf Timcke had the d istin ction  o f  not 
on ly  h old ing  the re co rd  fo r  the h igh est score  but a lso fo r  
the low est s core  as well ! E v eryb od y  went home with a p rize  
and a grea t time was had by  all. Our gra te fu l thanks as 
alw ays to Alan and Betty Draper fo r  their hospita lity .
We have now moved up to the res id en ts  lounge in the Hotel 
fo r  ou r reg u la r W ednesday n igh t sess ion s  and are v e ry  
com fortab le  so why not come along and jo in  us.



TV  Club
At a packed  m eeting o f  the Club held in the sch oo lh ou se  on 
the 16th Novem ber last, the chairman ( Allan Common ) told 
m embers that th ere was an op p ortu n ity  to e n jo y  rea lly  good  
telev ision  recep tion . But it would co s t  !

The E ngineer, ( Norman MacLeod ), a dv ised  that the p resen t 
aerial system  was a ge in g , and would have to be rep laced  at 
a minimum cost o f  £1,000 sim ply to maintain the existing 
poor qu a lity  p ictu re . The Committee d ecided , th ere fore , to 
ask a firm  who specia lizes  in installing profession a l 
equipm ent similar to that which the BBC u ses, fo r  a quote. 
For around  £6,500, th ey  said, th ey  cou ld  guarantee 
satellite standard  recep tion  th rou gh ou t, and even  beyon d , 
the cu rre n t catchm ent area.

Members w ere told that th is would amount to a con tribu tion  
o f  around  £50 p er  h ousehold ; any new h ouseholds b ro u g h t in 
as a resu lt o f  exten d in g the catchm ent area would be 
invited  to su scr ib e  the £50 jo in in g  fe e  in line with 
existin g  members.

The T reasu rer ( Grant Harris ) poin ted  ou t that until now 
the expen ses o f  the clu b , mainly insu ran ce and e le ctr ic ity  
ch a rg es , had been met from  income a risin g  from  the 
accum ulated balances em anating from  the existing m em bers’ 
£50 con trib u tion . In fu tu re , an annual su b scr ip tion  may be 
n ecessa ry .

The m eeting agreed  b y  a large  m ajority  to go  ahead with the 
proposa l, s u b je c t  to the Committee ca rry in g  out fu rth e r  
resea rch  and puttin g  the case  to another general m eeting o f  
the members.

Since that meeting, the S ecre ta ry  ( Peter G iddy ) has 
v is ited  and con su lted  with the T reasu rer o f  a similar grou p  
to  ou rs  ( at B alquidder ) w hich has had a new system  
installed b y  the same firm , and con firm s that recep tion  is 
su p erb . He a lso learned that each  member in that grou p  
n eeded  a new household  aerial, which co s t  £50.

The p resen t situation  is that the Committee is awaiting 
rep on se  to the gran ts  app lica tions to variou s bodies b e fo re  
ca lling the next m eeting.



MEMO TO ALL THOSE BORN BEFORE 1940

WE ARE SURVIVORS
-  CONSIDER THE CHANGES WE HAVE WITNESSED:

We w ere born  b e fore  te lev ision , b e fo re  penicillin , b e fo re  
polio sh ots, frozen  food s , Xerox, p lastic  con tact lenses, 
fr isb e e s  and the Pill,

We w ere born  b e fo re  radar, cred it  ca rd s , sp lit atoms, laser 
beams, and ball poin t pens. B efore panty hose, d ish  
w ashers, cloth es d ry e rs , e le ctr ic  b lankets, air 
con d ition ers  drip  d ry  cloth es  and b e fo re  men walked on the 
moon.

We got m arried firs t , and then lived  togeth er  -  how quaint 
can you  be ?

In ou r time w ardrobes w ere fo r  clo th es, not fo r  h ou sin g  
bank m anagers. Bunnies w ere small ra b b its  and Beetles were 
not Volks w agons. D esigner Jeans w ere schem ing g ir ls  named 
Jean o r  Jeanne, and havin g  a m eaningful relationsh ip  meant 
gettin g  a long well with ou r parents and relations.

We th ou gh t fa st food  was what you  ate d u rin g  Lent, and 
ou ter sp a ce  was the back  row  o f  the local Cinema.

We were b e fo re  house hu sban ds, gay r igh ts , com puter dating, 
dual ca re e rs  and com muter m arriages. We w ere b e fo re  day 
care  cen tres , g rou p  th erapy and n u rs in g  homes. We had n ev er  
heard o f  FM radio, tape decks, e le ctr ic  typ ew riters , 
artificia l h earts, w ord p ro ce sso rs , yog h u rt, y u p p ies  and 
gu ys  w earing earin gs. For us, time sharing meant 
togeth ern ess  -  not com puters or condom inium s, a ch ip  meant 
som ething to eat, "h ardw are" meant hardw are and "so ftw a re" 
wasn’ t even  a w ord.

In 1940 "Made in Japan" meant ju n k  and the term "m aking 
ou t" re fe rre d  to how you did in you r exams. Pizzas, 
M acdonalds and instant co ffe e  w ere unheard o f.

In ou r day, ciga rette  sm oking was fash ionable , Grass was 
mowed, Coke was fu e l and Pot was som ething you  cook ed  in. 
Rock m usic was a Grandma’s lu llaby and AIDS w ere h e lp ers  in 
the B oss ’ s o ffice .



We hit the scen e when W oolworths was a sixpenny store  w here 
you b ou g h t th ings fo r  penn ies and "th reep en n y  b its " . For a 
penn y you cou ld  ride home on a tram, make a ’ phone call, 
buy a Nestles ch oco la te  bar o r  enough  stam ps to post a 
letter o r  two p ostcard s. You cou ld  b u y  a new Ford fo r  less 
than a hundred  poun ds and cou ld  a ffo rd  to run  it fo r  an 
annual tax o f  £10, and petrol at a mere few  pence a gallon.
( What’ s th is s tu ff  called  d iesel ? )

We w ere certa in ly  not b e fo re  the d iffe re n ce  between the 
sexes was d iscov ered  but we w ere su re ly  b e fo re  the sex 
change; we made do with what we had. We w ere the last 
generation  that was so  dumb as to th ink  you needed a 
husband to have a baby.

No w onder we are con fu sed  and th ere  is a generation  gap  
today.

BUT WE SURVIVED -  What b e tter  reason  to ce leb ra te  ?



One o f the more pleasant fea tu res  o f cold  w inter w eather is 
that more b ird s  are a ttracted  to the garden  to look fo r  
food  put out by  us humans. Have you  n oticed  how, as soon  as 
a bag o f  peanuts is hung, a half dozen  o r  more green fin ch es  
fin d  it, w hereas minutes b e fo re  th ere  w asn ’ t a b ird  in 
s igh t ?

Another v is itor  seen  much more fre q u e n tly  d u rin g  th is cold  
weather is the Dunnock. He’ s been  seen  sca v en g in g  beneath  
the b irch  tree, p ick in g  up seeds d rop p ed  from  the fe e d e r  
above; he d oesn ’ t seem to mind a human p resen ce  at the 
window w atching him.

Then the Robin, commonly assum ed to be v e ry  tame and one o f  
man’ s b e st fr ien d s . But in D undreggan  he is v e r y  sh y  
indeed; at least, in ou r garden  he seems to be  the most 
timid v is ito r  to the b ird  table, d artin g  on ly  when it ’ s not 
too crow d ed , and when no humans are presen t.

The Coal Tit, on the oth er hand is the tamest o f  ail, at 
least at this time o f year. I have actually been
rep len ish in g  the food  at the b ird  table when a Coal Tit has
come up and almost taken food  from  my hand. Great Tits, 
too, have snatched  food  from  within inch es o f  my boot while 
I ’ ve  been  stock in g  their la rd er  up above.
All the T its are great a crob a ts, sw in gin g  with the wind on 
a str in g  o f  m onkey nuts to extract the k ern els.

One v e ry  common British b ird , but not o ften  seen 
hereabouts, is the B lackbird. One did com e when the snow  
lay th ick  on  the grou n d , but he on ly  stayed  long en ou gh  
ju st to pick  up a scrap  or two.

Perhaps the most num erous b ird  around here is the C haffinch
-  or do th ere  seem more o f  them becau se  th ey  are
gregariou s, and almost always seen  in g rou p s  o f  a dozen or 
more ? They, too, are v e ry  agile and quite adept at 
search ing  out titbits.

P. G iddy. Redwing Cottage, R edburn .

E ditor’ s Note -  ( Perhaps I have ’ sto len ’ P eter ’ s Robin
as th ere is always one in attendance when 
I am w orking at the stable at R edburn ! )



Saltire award in Glenmoriston
/N

A new h ou se  in Glenm oriston has won a co v e te d  1992 Saltire 
S ociety  H ousing Design Commendation.
L odge House. Balnacarn, D alchreichart took  an award in a 
new ca te g o ry  in trod u ced  th is yea r -  C ategory  C. New Housing 
in Rural Areas.
T he section  has been  in trod u ced  to  h igh ligh t the problem  
crea ted  b y  indiscrim inate developm ents ou t o f  keeping with 
th e ir environm ent.
The ow n ers  o f  the p a g od a -lik e  b u ild in g . Mr A Mrs Duncan 
Poore* had wanted to  d ev e lop  a  gu est su ite  with garag in g  
and o th e r  accom m odation. The resu lt was th e ir award w inning 
home.

"T he g u e st  wing** sa y s  the Saltire S ocie ty . ** with its 
pyram idal form  e ch o e s  the trad itional V ictorian deer 
larder. In th e op in ion  o f  the panel, it p ro v id e s  an 
excitin g  and com pact su ite  fo r  g u e sts , which takes fu ll 
advan tage o f  th is beau tifu l s ite  with its view s a cross  the 
R iver Mo r is  ton ."

The 1992 Saltire S o c ie ty 's  H ousing D esign Awards relate to 
w ork com pleted  last year, and the total num ber o f  en tries  
th is yea r was 62 -  approxim ately I X  dow n on  the p rev iou s 
yea rs . The new ca te g o ry  a ttracted  14 en tries .



Local News
CONGRATULATIONS to Davy and Claire Me Ewan on the b irth  o f  
their son, Joe Michael on 14th O ctober 1992. He w eighed in 
at a healthy 71bs 8oz and took on ly  29 m inutes to make his 
appearance !! Darren, Cassie and Kerri are deligh ted  with 
their new little b ro th er.

CONGRATULATIONS lo  Mattieu and Jean C urley on the sa fe  
arriva l o f  their d au gh ter Sian M argaret ( p ron ou n ced  Shan ) 
on 10th Novem ber 1992. She w eighed 71bs 12oz and is a 
lovely  little s is te r  fo r  Nicola and Michael.

GOOD LUCK to Lou and June C urzon who took o v e r  Glenm oriston 
Village Shop at the back  end o f  last year. Locals will 
rem ember Reg, L ou 's b ro th er , who s e rv e d  the Glen as Postie 
fo r  a num ber o f  years.

WELCOME to Mike and Cathy Toms who have bou gh t the Stevens* 
house at Red burn , orig in a lly  ow ned by  Kit Tomlin. For the 
meantime it will be used as a holiday home b u t th ey  do have 
plans to make it their perm anent home.

WELL DONE to the d an cers  o f  G lenm oriston who. a long with 
the oth er members o f  Mrs E verett ’ s S chool o f  Dance in Fort 
A ugustus, managed to raise app rox  £200 by hold ing a 
spon sored  d is co  in aid o f  fu n d s  fo r  the forth com in g  
pantomime "Snow  White and the Seven D w arfs" which will take 
place in April. T hose taking part w ere V ickie Common, Katie 
Common, Michelle McLeod, Anne Mac Le Uan, Fiona Norton and 
Michelle W ebster.

Glenmoriston C hurch  o f  Scotland  has been sold  to Mr.
Veitch. Although liv in g  in A yrsh ire , he has ties with this 
area: his s ister  is the d is tr ict n u rse  in In v e rg a rry .


