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Summer is upon us. The deer a re  ca lv in g , the housem artins 
are b u sy  sea rch in g  fo r  a su itable  n estin g  site  and leavin g  
their trail o f  mud sp o ts  in th eir wake and then th ere  are 
th ose d etestab le  m idges ........................... !

It ’ s not v e ry  o ften  in th is Glen that we wish fo r  rain.
However it ’ s now been  abou t seven  w eeks s in ce  we had any 
rain worth speak in g  about. Plants are w ilting, the g ra ss  is 
becom ing s co rch e d  and the b u rn s  a re  d ry in g  up. All I can say  
is thank good n ess  fo r  the cou n ty  w ater su p p ly  !

We have reach ed  an oth er m ilestone in the h is tory  o f  M oriston 
Matters. T here have now  been  fo u r  "hom e p ro d u ce d " issu es 
and, to ce leb ra te , we have put tog e th er  an a ttra ctive  
package en titled  "A  Year in the Glen" con ta in in g  all fo u r  
cop ies and reta ilin g  at the bargain  p rice  o f  £1. We are 
hoping this will appeal to a n y b o d y  v is itin g  the Glen. Once 
again I am ind ebted  to  David and S ylv ia  A ndrew s fo r  th eir 
continued su p p o rt  o f  the magazine.

It is very  sad to see the c lo su re  o f  In verm oriston  sch ool 
and the ch ild ren  have shared  their fe e lin g s  about the 
closure. We wish them good  lu ck  in their new sch oo ls .

The next issue will be ou t in O ctober so p lease send you r 
a rticles o f in terest in good  time to:

The E ditor, The Old Well, 
D alchreichart, G lenm oriston, 
In v e rn e ss -sh ire , IV3 6YJ,
Tel: 0320 40205.



Local News
Back in May, the Glenm oriston Senior Citizens Committee met 
fo r  th eir A.G.M. in the hall. Those p resen t w ere J erry  
Johnston , C hristine MacDonald, A listair M acintosh, Nancy 
MacLeod, Lesley  Common and Anne Girvan. The fir s t  fo u r  w ere 
the existing committee members and all expressed a wish to 
stand down and not be available fo r  re -e lection . As there 
w ere not en ou gh  o th ers  p resen t to form  a committee, the 
election s a re  to be p ostp on ed  until the next m eeting in 
Septem ber. Three m embers o f  the com m unity indicated that 
th ey  would be w illing to  stand fo r  e lection , namely 
C hristina Smith, Anne Girvan and L esley  Common. However 
there is a requ irem ent fo r  at least fo u r  committee members.
I f a n y b od y  is in terested  then please cou ld  th ey  get in 
touch  with one o f  the three a bove  m entioned people. All 
that is involved  is a ss is tin g  in the organ isation  o f  the 
Senior C itizens Christm as treat.

The Community is indebted  to Jerry , C hristine, Alistair and 
Nancy fo r  the excellent w ork th ey  have done fo r  the Glen’s 
"Old Folks'* o v e r  the last few  y ea rs  and take this 
op p ortu n ity  to g iv e  them a b ig  vote  o f  thanks.

A BREAKFAST PRAYER 

E nglish V ersion

Lord, g ra n t that we may not be like p orrid ge , 
S tiff, s to d g y  and hard to s tir , but like corn flak es, 
Crisp, fr e s h  and rea d y  to se rv e .

S cottish  V ersion

Lord, g ra n t that we may not be like corn flak es, 
L ight—w eight, b rittle  and co ld , but like p orr id ge , 
Warm, com fortin g  and fu ll o f  good n ess .



Local News
Four sen ior pupils from  G lenurquhart High School ( two o f  
whom are from  the Glen ) m issed ou t on the top  aw ards at 
the Highland fin a l o f  the Young E n terprise  com petition. 
However they rece iv ed  pra ise fo r  th e ir d esk top  p u b lish in g  
com pany, G lenprint, and are keen to d eve lop  th eir p rin tin g  
business.
Managing d irecto r  Martin Girvan { fro n t , cen tre  ) is 
p ictu red  with Val M aclver (le ft) , chairm an o f  Highland 
Regional C ouncil’ s education  com mittee and Heather S herrin , 
chairman o f  the Highland Area Young E n terprise  Board. To 
the rear are David Gillies; James Munro, chairm an o f  
Highland Regional C ouncil’ s developm ent committee;. Louise 
Macdonald; Sam T oy ,{ Prim rose Bay ) chairm an o f  the ju d g in g  
panel; and Graham R odgers . Overall w inners o f  the 
com petition w ere P lockton  High School w hose com pany, Write 
Away, p rod u ced  station ery .



Local Success
Since prim ary 3, I have been  ch osen  to be in the 
D uìchreichard  Prim ary School team fo r  the Inter School 
sp o rts  held on the last Saturday in May. The fir s t  year I 
was v e ry  n erv ou s . H owever we did v e ry  well that year -  we 
came fou rth  out o f  12 sch ools. The follow ing two yea rs  we 
won the M urray Challenge Shield ( com peted fo r  by  sch ools  
with less  than 12 pup ils  in prim aries 6 and 7 ) which was 
rea lly  brilliant. I go t a lot o f  cloth  bad ges as I came 
f ir s t  in all my ev en ts . This yea r I was not n ervous as I 
knew what it was all about. I was f ir s t  fo r  long jump 
{3.85 m), 80 m etres (11.7 secs ) and 200 m etres (32.7 se cs ).
We came third  in the re lay  and ou r sch ool came fou rth  out 
o f ten sch ools. It was a fan tastic day. I got £5 from  Mum 
and Dad fo r  doin g  so well fo r  my sch ool. I am now go in g  to 
In v ern ess  H arriers tw ice a week fo r  ath letic train ing which 
I rea lly  e n jo y . My ambition is to be ru n n in g  in the 
Olympics fo r  Great Britain.

Stephen Smith P.7

As well as his £5, Stephen wins a g ift  token fo r  John 
Menzies fo r  his p iece  o f  rep ortage . Well done !

Anne Marie Gilles { 16 ),
Achlain has been ch osen  to 
re p re se n t Scotland in the 
ju n ior  clay  p idgeon  sh ootin g  
international in Wales this 
month. She qualified  fo r  the 
com petition at the Scottish  
Clay P idgeon  Finals at the 
Loch Ness Gun Club last month.
Also in the S cottish  team is 
Martin Girvan from  C ennacroc.
T hey will face  teams from  England,
Ireland and Wales in the con test 
at Pow ys on July 10 -  12.
Anne Marie started  sh ootin g  on ly  
last Septem ber and be lieves her 
team place is down to her b roth er,
David (18), a form er S cottish  ju n ior 
cham pion coa ch in g  her.
( Report co u r te sy  o f  the P ress & Journal )



Local Quiz
Fort A u g u stu s / Glenm oriston Community Council org an ised  the 
annual qu iz with the final rou n d s bein g  held in the Lovat 
Arms Hotel on the 5th May. The Glenm oriston team were 
su cce ss fu l th is year, beating the W.R.I. ( Fort A ugustus ) 
in the final. Domestic fr iction  seem ed inevitable  with 
Isobel and Ken Anthony in op p os in g  teams !

FIRST ROUND

School Board 27 V Canal Board 7
P laygroup 17 V H ydro Board 9
W.R.I. 13 V Police 12
British Legion 15 V Golf Club 13
Glenmoriston 26 V Bowling Club 24

( tie break  )

TEAM { Ken Anthony, Ann Harris, Judy Poore, Alex Harris ) 

SEMI FINALS

P laygroup 32 v British Legion 25

Gle n mor is ton 28 v  School Board 26
W.R.I. 29 v P laygroup 28

FINAL

Glenmoriston 40 v  W.R.I. 19

TEAM { Ken A nthony, Ann. Harris, Judy Poore, Jim A nderson )

To com plete a good  tournam ent fo r  the Glenm oriston 
contingent, Alex Harris won a bottle o f  malt w hisky in the 
ra ffle  a fte r  the f ir s t  rou n d . In the final, Ken won the 
hidden question  prize, a 1 /2  bottle  w hisky. In the ra ffle  
M argaret A n derson  won a bottle  o f  wine. Roll on next year !



Church News
You will know that fo r  the last two y ea rs  Glenmoriston 
C ongregation  has been unable to susta in  its requ ired  
on e -ten th  o f  the co s t  o f  the m inistry which it shares with 
U rquhart w hose share is n in e -ten th s .

In the S p rin g  o f  1990 the C onvener o f  the P resb y tery  
M inistry Committee met with the Glenm oriston o ffice  bearers  
to d iscu ss  the matter.

And again, in S prin g  o f  1991 C onveners o f  both  P re sb y te ry  
M inistry and Stew ardship  and Finance met the o ffice  
bearers . As a resu lt o f  that m eeting and the e ffo r ts  o f  the 
re sp e ctiv e  C onveners o v e r  the two y ea rs  the 1990 and 1991 
d e fic its  o f  o v e r  £1,000 and £500 were cancelled  by  the 
National Committees. These m eetings w ere follow ed b y  
severa l inform al ones betw een the o ffice  bearers  from  
Glenm oriston and U rquhart and the P re sb y te ry  Parish 
R e-appraisa l Committee to whom the Glenmoriston situation 
had been rem itted. Finally, a d ra ft basis o f  union was 
form ulated and o ffic ia lly  agreed  upon b y  the o ffice  bearers  
and con g reg a tion s  con cern ed .

At its May 1992 m eeting the P re sb y te ry  voted  33 to 3 fo r  
the basis  o f  union, with T hursday , 27th A ugust, 1992, as 
the p ro je c te d  date fo r  the S erv ice  o f  Union which would be 
con d u cted  by  the P resb y tery .

All th is must await, h ow ever, the app rova l o f  the National 
Committee. A pproval would mean the place o f  w orship  fo r  the 
United Parish is U rquhart Church o f  Scotland in 
D rum nadrochit. However, se rv ice s  would continue on a 
monthly basis { f ir s t  Sunday o f  the month ) at 
D ulchriechard  School at 3pm as usual.

U rquhart and Glenm oriston w ere d is jo in ed  in about 1893.
Now, ju s t  about a cen tu ry  later th ey  are on the ed g e  o f  
b ein g  re -u n ite d , to be known, as b e fo re , as the Parish o f  
U rquhart and Glenmoriston.

F. B. Buell.



On the 4th May, Casey p rod u ced  a beau tifu l bay , soon  to be 
grey , filly  foa l called  D undreggan  Mrs Tittlem ouse { o r  
Mouse fo r  sh ort ) and so fa r  she a ppears  to be p e r fe c t  !
She made the lon g  tr ip  to the Highland Show in June and 
came home with a excellent 3rd place in v e r y  s tro n g  com pany 
so we are d eligh ted  with her. H opefully she may im prove on 
that as the season  p ro g re sse s .

Vickie has ridden  in her f ir s t  two show s and won both her 
classes much to h er delight. Katie is look in g  forw a rd  to 
h er residentia l camp at D och four in July. Both o f  them have 
a b u sy  season  ahead and are hoping to add  a few  more 
rosettes  to th eir coU ection.

Sheila Mac Leanan is p lanning to take h er two pon ies to the 
annual sale in In v ern ess  in July and perh aps retu rn  with a 
new mount ?

L.C.

INVERGARRY FOOTBALL TEAM
As another season  a pp roach ed , we filled  o u rse lv e s  with the 
prom ise o f  good  footba ll, lots o f  goa ls and p len ty  o f  
points. The train ing sess ion s  have been well attended  with 
up to tw enty p la yers  each Monday n ight. D espite th is team 
in terest we fin d  o u rse lv e s  with on ly  two poin ts from  a 
p ossib le  tw enty league points. We have been  k n ock ed  out o f  
all cup  com petitions fo r  the season  and ou r p layers  are 
d rop p in g  like flies . The sh in ty  has claimed back  one 
player, two are u n der su sp en sion  and a cou p le  are in ju red . 
From the ten league games played  we have won on ly  one game 
but we have been  u n fortu n ate  in another f iv e  games 
(honest!) So the half season  re p o rt  looks poor b u t the 
e ffo r t  and committment o f  all p la yers  p articu la rly  the 
you n g  inexperien ced  b oy s  has been v e r y  h earten in g .
As always we cou ld  cop e  with many more in terested  people  to 
play. Training is at the sch oo l fie ld  in F ort A ugustus on 
Monday even in gs at 6.30pm. Games are p layed m ostly on 
W ednesday n ights from  April -  A ugust.
So good  luck  to the lads fo r  the re s t  o f  the season . Break 
a leg ! { Oops, on secon d  th ou gh ts , d on ’ t ) D. McEwan



Invermoriston School
I fe e l h ap p y  and sad. Happy because it ’s n early  the 
h olidays and sad becau se  th is  sch oo l is c lo s in g  fo r  ever . X 
am go in g  to D ulchreichard  and so is my s is te r  Hollie. 
Thomas Grant P.3

Only two more days b e fo re  o u r  sch oo l c loses . I fee l sad 
because I liked th is sch ool, even  though  th ere  w ere on ly  4 
o f  us. Calum and I are goin g  to Fort A ugustus a fte r  the 
h olidays. I hope we will like it th ere .
S teven  U rquhart P.3

I am v e ry  sad that In verm oriston  sch oo l is c lo s in g  because 
Mrs F raser was a n ice teacher and now we w on ’ t see her. I 
am goin g  to D ulchreichard  and I fee l n ervou s. My s ister  
Sarah is go in g  th ere  too.
Eva T u rn er P .4



Dulchreichard School
" I WAS FRIGHTENED ’*

My tooth fell out and I got a fr ig h t. Now I am glad because 
I will get some m oney from  the fa iries  when I am sleep in g  
tonight.

Katie Common P.2

When I was you n g  I had to g o  to the d octor . My heart 
started  pounding and my palms w ere sw eaty. I started  to 
fee l s ick  and my stom ach was ch u rn in g  and I was scared . But 
it all s topp ed  when it was o v e r  and we went home.

Caroline Kennedy P.4

B efore we went to Alton Tow ers, we stayed  at a Youth 
Hostel. There w ere about ten o f  us, and we went fo r  a walk 
down to a grave  yard . We danced round a devil tree  and when 
we were about to  go  back to the hostel, fo u r  people  jum ped 
out on us. We all thought it was gh osts . We w ere ru n n ing 
and scream ing. My palms were sw eating and I g o t a tin g lin g  
in my hand. When we got to the gate, we foun d  out who the 
people were. It was Mum, Dad, Kim and Andrew  Munslow. We 
all were re lieved .

Darren McEwan P .6

One n ight th ere was lighten ing  and it was so s ca ry  and to 
make it w orse the e le ctr ic ity  went o ff . I went to bed and I 
was terrified . My heart was pou n d in g  and my b od y  was 
gettin g  h otter and h otter becau se  e v e ry th in g  around me 
looked like it was m oving c lo se r  and c lo se r  to me. The door 
looked like it was closin g  and I was so scared  if there was 
any noise. Then all o f a su dden  the lights came on. I was 
so relieved  that it was all o v e r  I ju s t tucked  m yself up 
and fell asleep.

Michelle Mcle o d P.6



Dulchreichard School
I was rid in g  to sch oo l with Anne and A rchie. We w ere 30 
minutes late fo r  s ch oo l so  we w ere go in g  ou r fa stest. My 
heart was pounding because I th ou gh t I was goin g  to get a 
b ig  row. I q u ick ly  jum ped o f f  my bike and ran in. "S orry.1", 
I said to Mrs Farndell. I sat down and my heart stopped  
thum ping a fte r  a while.

A lasdair Norton P .6

One w eekend I w ent to a fa ir  in In vern ess . There w ere lots 
o f  rid es  so  I went on the ro lle rcoa ster . I n ever knew that 
there w ere three loops and my heart started  pounding. My 
palms w ere sw eating and my stom ach was ch u rn in g . When it 
was all o v e r  I fe lt  s ick . "Phew , at least that ride is 
o v er . I am n ever go in g  on that aga in " I said to m yself.

S tephen Smith P.7

One day when I was p laying with my fr ie n d  we decided  to 
build  a f ire  in the fo re s t . We did not have any ston es 
round it and it was gettin g  b ig g e r  and b ig g er . It started  
to roar and spread . My heart s tarted  pou n d in g  and my palms 
were sw eating b ecau se  I th ou gh t it would burn  down the 
whole fo re s t . L uckily  we w ere able to

A rchie MacLellan P.7

Mark and Sam are goin g  fo r  a walk. 
Sam is on the lead. Mark takes o f f  
Sam’s lead and throw s a stick .
Sam b r in g s  it back . What a good  dog.

Amy Bisset P .l



Invermoriston School
The end o f  this sch oo l sess ion , a point which norm ally 
might be seen as yet another m ilestone in the lives o f  it ’s 
pupils, sad ly  b r in g s  Inverm oriston  sch ool to the end o f  the 
road.

A proposa l to close  the sch ool some yea rs  ago ( See next 
page ) was successfully w arded o f f  thanks to a v ig orou s  
protest from  parents, form er pupils and the com m unity, but 
the constant low num ber o f ch ild ren  on the roll made it 
inevitable that some rationalisation  o f  educational 
p rovis ion  should  again be rev iew ed  b y  the Educational 
A uthority fo r  educational as well as financia l reasons.

The main school bu ild ing  has existed  fo r  about 120 years, 
and in the cou rse  o f  that time has u n dergon e  a few  ch an ges.
The original en tran ce  was at the fro n t  o f  the bu ild ing , but
this was con v erted  to a store -room  when an extension  was 
added to p rov id e  an extra classroom , k itchen , cloakroom  and 
toilets. The additional classroom  doubled  as a 
d in in g /gen era l p u rp ose  room and latterly  was also used as 
an o ffice  to accom odate the e v erg row in g  dem ands o f  modern 
techn ology . The main classroom  must have looked quite 
d iffern t in the d ays  when heating was p rov id ed  b y  a fire ,
and desks w ere uniform ly a rran ged  in tiers.

One or two re lics  o f  these earlier y ea rs  rem ained in the 
sch ool until re cen tly  but have now been taken fo r  
sa fe -k eep in g  to the Education O ffice; among these are the 
large wall c lock , the sch ool h a n d -b e ll and the old Log 
Books.

It was sad to see the d ispersa l o f  all the s ch o o l’s 
resou rces  w hich had been built up stead ily  o v e r  the years , 
thanks in som epart to the past g en eros ity  o f  parents and 
frien d s, but it is com forting to know that th ese re so u rce s  
have gone to the two n e ig h bou rin g  sch oo ls  o f  D ulchreichard 
and Fort A u gu stus with whom Inverm oriston  has en joy ed  close  
collaboration  and fr ien d sh ip  fo r  many years, and to which 
Inverm oriston ch ild ren  will now go.
Perhaps it is w orth  recalling that it has been known fo r  
Highland Schools, inclu d in g  D ulchreichard , to be reopened  
some years a fter  c losu re , and there must be many people  who 
hope that h is tory  will repeat itse lf at this end o f  the 
Glen.

Mrs Marion Nicholson





Historical
M oriston Matters started  back  in 1977 u n der the 
"conven tion a l, dull and o rd in a ry "  { th e ir w ords not mine ), 
name o f  G lenm oriston News and Views. Three issu es ca rried  
that name until Decem ber 1977 when num ber 4 was prin ted  
under the new name of ’Moriston Matters’ . A competition had 
been held fo r  som eone to com e up with a new name and these 
were the su g gestion s ;

"The M oristonian",
"The M oriston Mail",
"T he M oristonian Mag",
"The M oristonian M edley",
"M oriston  M use",
"M oriston  M ixture",
"M oriston M atters",
"The Glenm oriston G azette",
"The Glenm oriston T ittle -T attler 
"G lenm oriston G ossip",
"G lenm oriston Gas” ,
"G lenm oriston G leanings",
"G leannings o f  the Glen", 
"G lenm oriston G ath erin gs” ,
"Glen G lim pses", 

and "Glen Gen".

M oriston M atters was su b seq u en tly  ch osen  having been put 
forw ard  b y  Mrs Grant, D undreggan . It was sh ort and sn appy 
yet com preh ensive  and em bracing the aims and p u rp oses  o f 
the m agazine. And so the task was : To publish  ( Glen ) 
m oriston matters ( chatter, natter, patter and the more 
seriou s ) in o rd e r  to pu b lic ise  the well known fa c t  that 
( Glen ) m oriston matters.

The masthead on the fro n t  c o v e r  was in trod u ced  in A ugust 
1978 in the 8th edition. The orig in a l idea came from  Shona 
R obertson , R iverside Park and the actual draw ing was done 
by  Mike Tomlin form erly  o f  Red burn .



Local News
WELCOME to  Mr and Mrs H. MacAskiil who have recen tly  moved 
in to  the new bungalow  that R ichard Jarv is  built a lon gside  
the p laying  fie ld s  at R iverside.

The com m unity was sadden ed  b y  the death o f  Betty MacDonell 
back  in June. We extend  ou r sym pathy to her family and 
fr ie n d s .

CONGRATULATIONS to  Alex B erry  on passin g  his d riv in g  test 
in June.

CONGRATULATIONS to Tommy Girvan on becom m ing the Community 
Council Chairman. He takes o v e r  from  Fred MacAllan.

CONGRATULATIONS to all th ose  pup ils  who have won p rizes  at 
th e ir re sp e ctiv e  sch oo ls . The on ly  on es who let us know 
w ere C h ristoph er Norton ( ENGLISH and HISTORY ) and Graham 
Maclellan ( FRENCH ). Well done to them.

DANCE to Jack Stitt in the Hall on  the 10th July when the
Gala Queen will be ch osen  !

DANCE to Sound A ffa ir a fte r  the Gala on 15th A ugust.

TRIBUTE TO MARGARET FERGUSON

M argaret F ergu son  has re ce n tly  re t ired  from  the F orestry
Commission a fte r  32 and a half long y ea rs  o f  ou td oor  work. 
M argaret has lived  in Glenm oriston s in ce  1939 and she 
sh ares  a lot o f  specia l and happy m emories. M argaret has 
alw ays loved  the ou td oor  life  e n jo y in g  all the w ildlife 
in clu d in g  Golden Eagles, wild ca ts , sq u irre ls  and many 
o th ers . We all w ish h er well in her retirem ent.

Graham MacLeUan

( M oriston M atters sh ares in the good  will w ishes to 
M argaret. She has appeared  in the m agazine on many 
occas ion s  inclu d in g  the fan ta stic  sp on sored  walk she 
u n dertook  back  in O ctober 1978 when, a long with M argaret 
Smart, Allan Nairn and Duncan MacDonald, she walked from  
Kyle to In verm oriston  and ra ised  £800 tow ards the Hall 
fu n d s . )

Our thanks to Graham fo r  his re p o rtin g  and a prize will be



GALA DAY
at

INVERMORISTON
15th August 1992 - Starts 12 Noon

Highland Dancing, Barbecue,
Bouncy Castle, Sheep Shearing,

Log cutting, Wood Sawing Display, Beer Tent, 
Side shows, Argo rides, Argo races

GRAND RAFFLE -  £100 1st Prize
Followed by

GALA Dance to 'Sound Affair”


