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Editorial m i
e  !

i ® J  i
   ____ _J

Isn ’t it lovoly to see some spring  colour around (and I ’m 
not just refering to the colour of the cover of this 
magazine !). New growth is beginning to appear in the 
gardens, on the trees and in the fields. For me, this is 
the nicest of all soasons Lovely sunny days, new green  
leaves and no midges !!

When the sun shines in this Glen I can’t think of a nicer 
place to be. However it may be the case that such 
occurrences of tho sun actually coming out are so few and 
far between that has provoked the desire for some people to 
leave. At the last count there were at least 10 properties  
for sale in the Glen.

We are still hoping for some of your own work to publish.
We really appreciate articles on bygone days so it was 
especially nice to receive a letter along with her 
recoUcctions of Invermoriston from Mrs Jessie Baxter who 
now lives in Aberdeen. She said that she frequently  
receives a copy o f the magazine from her sister in 
Inverness, although she didn't say who her sister was, and 
that she thoroughly enjoyed it which was very gratify ing to 
hear. Her account of the dunces in the Hall are u far cry  
from those of today, more’s the pity !

Alan and Betty Draper have written about their Kenyan 
Safari and Granny Common handed in a tea towel with a poem 
on it all about your ’Get up and go’. If my ’Get up and go ’ 
is os good as hers when I reach her mature years then I ’ll 
be more than happy !!

So if you have any ideas for the summer issue due out in 
July then please send them to;

The Editor. The Old Well. 
Dalchreichart, Glenmoriston, 
Inverness shire. IV3 GYJ 
Tel: m?0 40205.



Local Success
Proud o f  th e ir  
good w ork, pupils 
o f  In v e r  mor is ton 
and D u lchreichard  
P rim ary  Schools 
present Linda 
Meecham, chairman 
o f the Ch ild line 
fu n d -ra is in g  
committee, w ith  
th e  p roceed s  o f  
th e ir  Christmas 
plays.
In v e r  mor is ton 
perfo rm ed  F in lo 
and D u lchreichard  
perfo rm ed  The 
N a tiv ity .

(Ph oto  : c o u rtesy  
o f  The P ress  and 
Journal)

prapna

Sum m er Bedding Plants 
F o r borders, containers and 

hanging baskets, available soon

M arigold, Lobelia, Nem esia 
\ P ansy, N asturtium , Livingstone Daisy 
* A ste r, A lyssum , G odetia , and others

Le sley Com m on 
'T h e  O ld  W ell' 
D alchreichart 
Glenm oriston 
0320 40205
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Invermoriston School
These poems w ere  w ritten  a fte r  the ch ild ren  had ta lked  
about th e ir  experiences  in the snow.

C rispy and cru n ch y,
Cold in my hands,
Makes me want to  scream,
S h ive r  in my shoes,
Stand under a tree ,
And shake it.
Calum Grant P .5

Snow makes us cold  and sh ive r , 
Makes me want to run  in doors 
and g e t warm.
Thomas Grant P .3

S o ft and cold  ou ts id e 
Makes me want to dance 
The snow dances w ith  me 

Eva T u rn er P .4

Dinosaur Facts
B efore  w rit in g  th ese  fa c tu a l accounts, the ch ild ren  gleaned  
in form ation from  re fe re n c e  books and then re co rd ed  them on 
a chart.

An IGUANODON was one o f  the b es t known p lan t-ea tin g  
dinosaurs on earth . S c ien tis ts  have found  lo ts o f  iguanodon 
fo ss ils  in Europe, Asia  and A fr ica . On the thumbs a re  sharp  
sp ikes which p ro te c t it  from  its  enemies.
Eva Tu rn er P .4

RHAMPHORHYNCHUS was a f ly in g  rep tile . I t  a te  fish  and it 
was 2m across the w ings. I t  had a ta il to s te e r  him and it 
had a v e r y  long name.
Thomas Grant P .3

ORNITHOSUCHUS was a re a lly  f ie r c e  d inosaur. His teeth  w ere 
like  a ra zo r b lade and he used them to  r ip  in to f le s h  and 
plants. His claws w ere  ja g g y .  His bones w ere  found  in 
Scotland. He stood on two legs .
Calum Grant P .5

One o f  the sea re p tile s  at the time o f  the d inosaurs was a 
PLESIOSAURUS.lt had a lon g  neck to  catch  fish . The loch 
Ness m onster looks like  the p lesiosaurus.
Steven  U rqu hart P .3



Dulchreichard School
On Tu esday 31st March the pupils from  Dulchreichard School 
p erfo rm ed  a p lay  ca lled  the D esperate Journey. Th is was the 
culm ination o f  the S p rin g  term ’s p ro je c t  about the H ighland 
C learances. The p lay  cen tered  around the M urray fam ily  who 
liv ed  in a c r o ft  house at Culmailie, n ear Golspie.
Interspersed in the play were traditional Scottish songs 
which helped  te ll the s to ry  -  'G rann ie ’ s H ielan ’ Same' told  
o f  the cosiness o f  the c ro ft , ’Battle o f  the B raes ’ and ’I  
w ill g o ’ to ld  o f .th e ir  f ig h t  aga in st ev ic tio n  to  make way 
fo r  sheep  farm ing.
The fam ily  tra v e lle d  to G lasgow  a fte r  th e ir  home was bu rn t 
down v ia  U llapool and S tornaw ay. The h igh ligh t o f  the p lay 
came h ere  when the ch ild ren  sang the ’Jellie P iece S ong ’ . 
U n fortu n a te ly  the fa th e r  cou ldn ’ t fin d  w ork  and so the 
fam ily  b ra v e ly  packed  th e ir  b e lon g in gs  and made the long 
and treach erou s jo u rn e y  to Canada a long w ith  the many o th er 
H ighland fam ilies.
’L ea v in g  L ism ore ’ and ’A  Dream o f  K in ta il’ rounded o f f  a 
su per lit t le  p lay.

Paren ts  and fr ie n d s  w ere then trea ted  to a delic ious tea o f 
home made scones and pancakes, oatcakes and home made 
cheese, a ll o f which would have been made around the times 
o f  the H ighland C learances. A  b ig  thank you  to a ll at 
D u lchreichard  fo r  a most en joya b le  a fte rn oon ’s 
en terta inm ent.

The fo llow in g  poems d escrib e  both  li fe  in Culmailie and 
li fe  in the Great C ity  o f  G lasgow.

O range b racken  sw ay in g  m err ily  on the h illtops.
Small p eb b les  c ra ck lin g  u nd er my fe e t,
G rey c louds flo a tin g  above  my head,
Noisy dogs ba rk in g  on the farm ,
Fresh  g ra ss  b low ing in the wind,
T asty  mussels s ta y in g  s t ill on the pebb les,
T in y  b ird s  ch irp in g  in the trees ,
Men sh ou tin g  w ild ly  at each o th er,
B ig w aves sw ish ing and roa rin g ,
S o ft sand tr ic k lin g  th rou gh  my fin g e rs ,
Cold w ater tr ic k lin g  under my fe e t,
I  fe e l h appy because i t ’s summer.

M ichelle McLeod P .6



THE GREAT C ITY

Lots o f  poeple ru sh in g  th rou gh  the s tre e ts
Noisy wheels tu rn in g  as h orses pu ll the ca rts
D irty  smoke flo od in g  out o f  the ch im neys
A so ft w ind b low ing across  the c ity
Old b r id g es  c reak in g  as ca rts  cross
L o ve ly  h orses w a lk ing as th ey  pu ll ca rts
The church  clock  t ick in g  a t m idday
Noisy fa c to r ie s  h ooting lou d ly
Young ch ild ren  ru n n in g across  the c ity
Look ing fo r  w ork in the c ity
A few  dogs  ru n n in g  around the place.

Caroline K ennedy P .4

G rey smoke from  fa c to ry  ch im neys 
Wooden ca rts  c a r r y in g  people to  fa c to r ie s  
Busy people h u r ry in g  and ru sh in g  
Brick bu ild in g  co ve red  in smoke 
Cracked w indows c rea k in g  
Horses hooves c la tte r in g  
These a re  the sounds o f the c ity .

Katie Common P .2 and Amy B isset P . l

BEING WATCHED

One a fternoon  in the summer a yea r  ago, I dec ided  to go  fo r  
a walk in the woods. I t  was a beau tifu l day and I  fe l t  
happy w ith m yself.
Sudden ly I  heard  a cra ck in g  sound like  foo ts tep s . I  was 
scared. Was it a person , an animal o r  a m onster ? I  ran  
home as fa s t  as I  could.
La ter on I  found  out it was my b ro th er  Ajrchie. I  w ill n e v e r  
go  alone in the woods again .

Anne MacLellan P .6



Youth Club
I t  was w ith  a g rea t  deal o f  re lu c tan ce  that the decision  to 
c lose th e Youth Club was taken . On the 20th F eb ru ary , on ly  
THREE ch ild ren  a ttended  fo r  the second week in a row . On 
those n igh ts  th ree  adu lts w ere  g iv in g  up th e ir  p r iv a te  time 
to  help  out the ch ild ren  in  th e ir  club pursu its. Th is led 
us to our decision  to  c lose  the club  due to  lack o f 
in te res t. O ver the past two y e a rs  we have re ce iv ed  
trem endous su p p ort both  lo ca lly  and th rou gh  the Community 
Education Departm ent, p a rticu la r ly  fin an c ia lly . We would 
lik e  to  thank Hamish MacDonald o f  the shop and Graham Ross, 
the Community Education O ffice r, fo r  th e ir  su pport w ithout 
which the club would have closed  sooner. We fe e l s o r r y  fo r  
the ch ild ren  who d id  take an in te res t in the club as th ey  
now do not have th is  fa c ility . Thanks to those who did 
su p p ort it a long w ith  th e ir  paren ts  who tran sp orted  them to  
and from  the hall. The club p ro p e r ty  and books w ill remain 
under the M oriston Youth Club name fo r  six months from  the 
20th F eb ru ary . T h e re a fte r  a ll club possessions w ill be 
handed o v e r  to the C h ild ren ’s committee. Should an y  person  
fe e l th ey  would lik e  to re s ta r t  the club  then please 
con tact 0320 51305 fo r  deta ils  b e fo re  A u gu st 20th 1992.

SPECIAL OFFER 
F ree  to  a ll who bu y  th is  issue

Th is is a ROUND TU IT . P lease cu t it out and keep  it  sa fe ly . 
TU ITS , esp ec ia lly  round ones, a re  not ea sy  to  find , and now 
h ere  is one fo r  YOU, We co n fid en tly  look fo rw a rd  to a 
change in the Glen w ith  th e  o f fe r  o f  100 o f  these TU ITS . 
T h in gs  w ill be done more e ff ic ie n t ly  and problem s w ill be 
so lved . Many peop le in the past have said that th ey  would 
have done th is  o r  that bu t th ey  n eve r  go t a ROUND TU IT , and 
o th ers  have prom ised that th ey  w ill de som eth ing o r  o th er 
when th e y  g e t  a ROUND TU IT , but have not y e t  been ab le to 
c a r ry  out th e ir  u nd ertak in g . Th is need  be the case no more 
-  you  h ave go t a ROUND T U IT .............. SO GO T U IT  !

( R n r  r i  - P n r tT n  I  T —------- --- - r  1 1 ■+



Historical Glen
Come with me and reca ll some people, p laces and th in gs  
which I  rem em ber in In verm oris ton  in the th ir t ie s  and 
fo rt ies .

T h ere  was a track  bes ide the r iv e r  known as ’The Is la n d ’ 
and in a lit t le  shed b y  the s ide o f  th is  track  a 
w h ite-h a ired  lad y  cou ld be seen  an y  day o f th e  w eek  ( 
except Sunday ) up to h er e lbow s in soapsuds. She was do ing 
lau ndry fo r  the shooting lodges . Some "w h ite s "  would be 
bo iling in a b ig  pot o v e r  a wood f ir e .  I  can s t i l l  smell 
that f i r e  mixed w ith  the clean  p u n gen t aroma o f  soap. I 
remem ber that la d y ’s husband too, and o ften , fe l t  c ross  w ith 
him when he and my g ra n d fa th e r  q u ick ly  ch anged  th e ir  
con versa tion  from  E nglish  to  Gaelic when we ch ild ren  came 
around. The couple Mr and Mrs John Macdonald, liv ed  in a 
lit t le  house at the south  end o f  the o ld  b r id g e . I t  is no 
lon ger th ere  but th e ir  b lack cu rran t bushes can s t ill be 
seen.

T h ere  was also the p ic tu resqu e  b ea rded  old gentlem an who 
always w ore a Balmoral bonnet and liv ed  near the shop. I 
th ink he was Mr John Macleod and he o ften  ga v e  us those 
p ink and ye llow  sw eets  ca lled  "od d fe llo w s ."

I  rem em ber too a fin e  look in g  o ld  gentlem an, a lso bearded , 
who rod e  about the d is tr ic t  on a th ree -w h ee led  cyc le . He 
was Mr Fa lia r ton, th e  postm aster, and I  th ink he also 
d e liv e red  the mail u s ing th is unusual mode o f  tran sport.

The "S m iddy" was, I  suppose, the hub o f  the v illa g e  w ith  a 
m ixture o f  sounds and smells em anating from  it, lik e  the 
tuneless c link  o f  th e  hammer on the a n v il and the hot smell 
o f  h ea tin g  metal. I t  was an id y llic  spo t under a m assive 
oak tree  w ith  the backgrou nd  music o f  the r iv e r  tum bling 
o v e r  the fa lls . The b lacksm iths, W illie and Duncan 
Macdonald, w ere b ro th ers  and th ey  w ere  rea l "ch a ra c te rs "  
though I  don ’t  suppose th ey  knew  tha t fa c t. T h e ir  s is te r  
Jean kep t house fo r  them and was a lw ays re a d y  fo r  a chat 
when we w ere passin g  the "S m id d y " on our w ay to the "S h op ".



I  m ustn ’ t fo r g e t  the ’’Shop” , a magical p lace which seemed 
to  s tock  e v e ry th in g . I t  was p res id ed  o v e r  b y  the owner, Mr 
Chisholm, h elped  b y  his w ife  and dau gh ter. Im agine our 
d e ligh t when we w ere  g iv e n  a sw eet when we w ere do ing the 
shopp ing. We would save  up fo r  the whole o f ou r holiday to  
bu y a Lyon s cake and a packet o f  A b e rn e th y  b iscu its fo r  our 
e n d -o f-h o lid a y  p icn ic. I  can " ta s te "  th ese  b iscu its  still.
Where a re  th ey  now ?

I  lo ved  go in g  to ch u rch  in In verm oris ton . We each had a 
cha ir th ere , not pew s lik e  we had in ou r church  at home.
The psalms and hymns sounded d if fe r e n t  w ith  the 
accompaniment o f  the o rgan  p layed  b y  Miss Chisholm, w ith  a 
back in g  o f  r iv e r  sounds and the s ig h in g  o f the trees  beh ind 
the Church. My aunt and uncle had b eau tifu l s in g in g  vo ices  
and I was so proud o f them lead in g  the pra ise. Some o f the 
hymns we san g a re  my fa v o u r ite s  to  th is  day.

A  dance at In verm oris ton  was an exp erien ce  not to be 
m issed. I  th ink I  was n ea r ly  seven teen  b e fo re  I  was allowed 
to a ttend  one. T h ey  w ere  held  in the v il la g e  hall which was 
decora ted  fo r  the occasion. The lad ies ( o f a ll ages ) sat 
dem urely on one s id e  o f the Hall w hile the gentlem en lined  
up on the opposite  side, re a d y  to  dash across and claim 
th e ir  chosen  p a rtn e rs  the moment the dance was announced. 
We lad ies d id not a lw ays g e t  the p a rtn e r  we had hoped fo r  
and o ften  had to ca vo rt  round the Hall w ith  an e ld e r ly  
"Rom eo". I t  was not cons idered  good  manners to  re fu se . I f  
one d id  re fu se , one did not g e t  up to dance w ith  some 
handsome you ng man who had come to  w ork  w ith  the F o re s try  
Commission.

I  w ill f in ish  w ith  what is perh aps my fa vo u r ite  p lace at 
In verm oris ton  -  the Dalcataig road. What trea su res  fo r  my 
"inw ard  e y e "  w ere  a lon g that road; the glorious perfum e o f  
b irch , bog  m yrtle  and lime blossom, the h eaven ly  blue o f 
w ild hyacin ths, th e  ch eek y  son g  o f  the ye llow  hammer and 
the enorm ous bram bles and b ird  ch e rr ie s . Take a walk a long 
that road and experien ce  them fo r  y ou rse lf.

When s leep  escapes me, I  " g o  b ack " to  In verm oris ton  and 
"s e e "  a ll those good  fo lk  from  the past, "sm e ll" the 
fra g ra n ces , "h e a r "  a fe w  hymns and my mind is at re s t.

Mrs Jess ie S. Baxter, A berdeen .



Church News
I f  the prim roses a re n ’t ou t y e t  at P rim rose Bay, th ey  soon 
w ill be. And so w ill the d a ffod ils  on the south  fa c in g  
banks o f the Poles and the Church. How good to see these 
fa ith fu l m essengers o f  S p rin g , not to mention the b ra ve  
snow drops.

Though W inter has been  w on d er fu lly  k ind th is  year, he has 
way o f t r y in g  us w ith  an o v e rd o se  o f  sh ort days and long 
dark  n igh ts . So, b y  March we a re  lon g in g  fo r  the ev id en ce  
o f life  which those ch erish ed  g row in g  th in gs  produce.

S p rin g  grow th  is the ev id en ce  o f  l i fe  ly in g  unseen and 
dorm ant beneath  a matted flo o r  o f  d ecay in g  leaves .

Th ere  is a w on derfu l and obviou s para lle l thou gh t fo r  us 
here. As S p rin g  grow th  is the e v id en ce  o f  life  so C h ris t ’s 
r is in g  is the e v id en ce  o f re su rre c tion  life . And I  suppose 
we could th ink o f a ll the w ars, v io len ce , abuse, 
degen era tion  o f the fam ily, recess ion , redundancies , 
poUution, sin and death  as the matted flo o r  o f  d ecay in g  
leaves, o r  perhaps as the long, dark  w in ter n igh ts . We long 
fo r  the ev id en ce  o f  l i fe  which the ch erished  g ro w in g  th in gs  
produce. And ju s t as the p rim rose and d a ffo d il b u rs t fo r th  
from  W inter’ s damp decay to  d ec la re  life , so Jesus C hrist 
has b u rs t fo r th  from  Death’s d read  hold to  d ec lare  L ife .

The Risen Jesus is the e v id en ce  o f  R esu rrec tion  L ife . And 
to know and lo ve  Him is to live . H appy E aster !!

( E aster Day W orship and Communion w ill be held in the 
Church on Sunday, A p ril 19th at 12.15 pm. A warm welcome 
awaits you  )

F.B. Buell, M in ister o f G lenm oriston linked  w ith 
U rqu hart, Drum nadrochit.



Kenyan Safari
The f i r s t  w ords one lea rn s  on en te r in g  Kenya a re  ’Jambo’ 
fo r  hello  and ’P o li-P o lP  fo r  slow  down, and th is  sums it 
a ll up !
Wide sm iles g re e ted  us w h e reve r  we went. With tem peratu res 
o f  around 90 d eg ree s  and the sun w ak ing up about 6.30am, 
no-one h u rries  !

The chance to  go  on sa fa r i was ou r dec id in g  fa c to r  fo r  a 
h o liday choice e sp ec ia lly  when that holiday has to be in 
F eb ru ary .

Our p a rty  cons isted  o f six  peop le and our d r iv e r . He had 
ey es  like  a hawk and spo tted  animals we would su re ly  have 
missed. Lion, G ira ffe , E lephant, Cheetah, Rhino, Impala -  
The lis t  seems end less  and we saw them all. I t s  an am azing 
exp er ien ce  and fo r  f iv e  days  we rose  a t 6am ra r in g  to g e t  
out th ere .

Back at the beach re s o r t  most you n g peop le w ith no re gu la r  
em ploym ent se ll sou ven iers  and wood c r a ft  on the beaches. 
T h ey  DO take no fo r  an answ er and can con ve rse  in English  
o r  German w ithou t e f fo r t .  Most o f  them cou ldn ’ t a ffo rd  to 
go  to school y e t  most speak th ree  o r fo u r  languages.

We lea rn t such a lo t -  To be than k fu l fo r  our standard  o f 
liv in g  and our education , and to slow  down and en jo y  the 
th in gs  around us.

Th is season when a ll around us is hectic, we w ill h op e fu lly  
smile at ou r v is ito rs  and a d v ise  them ’P o lÌ-P o li ’ !!

A lan and B e tty  D raper, G lenm oriston Arms Hotel.

Local News
The Glenm oriston Arms Hotel re -op en ed  on I s t  March a fte r  
re fu rb ish m en t o f the Reception  and R es iden ts  Lounge had 
been com pleted.

The Lou n ge a rea  has an open plan appearance and new  
ligh tin g , making it a p leasant room to  take co ffe e  o r  meet 
fr ien d s .



Whist Club
The w in ter w h ist season fin ish ed  w ith  a f lu r r y  on A p ril 
Fools Day w ith nobody, go in g  home em pty handed. A ttendance 
has been v e r y  good  w ith  ou r a v e ra g e  be in g fo u r  and a ha lf 
tab les. Our thanks go  to Jackie { and A lis ta ir, when th e re  
is fo o tb a ll on ! ) fo r  b e in g  g rea t cardm asters . We a re  also 
indeb ted  to  Alan and B etty  D raper fo r  a llow ing us the use 
o f the T avern  o th erw ise  we would a ll be s itt in g  fr e e z in g  in 
the hall and I ’m a fra id  the num ber o f  tab les m ight go  down 
a litt le  then !
P r ize  w inners w ere;
Points
Is t  -  L es le y  Common : H ighest sco re  -  Jackie M ackenzie 
2nd -  Nan Grant : Low est Score  -  Kev in  Hod son
3rd ~ A lis ta ir  M acintosh : Most Boobies ~ Colin Gourlay 
L on gest S ittin g  -  B etty  D raper

The even in g  fin ish ed  w ith  an enorm ous ra f f le  w ith  32 
p rizes , too many to mention h ere  but a b ig  thank you  to a ll 
those who donated. We w ere  ab le to donate £50 to both the 
Ch ildrens committee and the Old fo lk s  committee.
We a re  look ing fo rw a rd  to  see in g  e v e ry b o d y  aga in  and 
hopefu lly  some new faces  when we recon ven e  in O ctober !

The equ estrian  scene is ju s t b eg in n in g  to  em erge from  its  
en forced  dorm ancy th rou ghou t the w in ter. I ’m sick  o f  mud 
eve ryw h e re  and I ’m su re the ponies a re  too !
Katie has s ta rted  the y e a r  w ith  her f i r s t  Pon y  Club camp at 
Dochfour which she th o rou gh ly  en joyed . I ’m not su re  w heth er 
the pony did though  ~ it was joH y hard w ork  fo r  him ! I 
can remem ber many a h appy day spen t w ith  the F ife  Hunt Pony 
Club when I  was you n g  and I  can on ly  hope she g e ts  as much 
fun  out o f  it as I  did.
V ickie s ta rts  h er show cam paign at the British  Horse 
S ocie ty  Developm ent Show a t In ve rn e ss  on May 16th.
Casey is due to fo a l around the 13th May. I  can on ly  hope 
that e v e ry th in g  wiU go  a cco rd in g  to plan a fte r  the f i r s t  
m iscarry then last y ea rs  tra g e d y . She is en tered  fo r  the 
H ighland show again  so f in g e r s  c ro s s ed ............  LC

Club



Gala Day
The f i r s t  Gala day m eeting was held back in March to 
o rgan ise  th is y e a r ’ s Gala. The date th is  y e a r  is to be 
A u gu st 15th and le ts  hope fo r  a b e tte r  day, w ea ther-w ise , 
than last y e a r  !

We a re  in c lu d ing many o f  the same a ttraction s  as last y e a r  
i.e. the Mountain b ike race, the duck race , barbeque, 
sh eep -sh ea r in g , dog  a g il ity  d isp lay , wood saw ing 
dem onstration , log  cu ttin g  com petition , and the h igh ly  
popu lar a rg o  race. The o rga n ise rs  o f that a re  d esp era te ly  
t r y in g  to  th ink  up even  d a fte r  th in gs  that peop le can do in 
and ou t o f  an a rg o  ! T h ere  w ill a lso be the p ipe band, 
c r a ft  sta lls , s ide shows, b e e r  ten t, bouncy castle , cake 
and can dy  stall, teas and co ffe e s  e tc  etc.

H opefu lly  th is y e a r  we w ill be ab le to have a d isp lay  o f 
H ighland Dancing from  loca l g ir ls . Last yea r  we 
in a d ve rten tly  a llow ed the p la tform  that the g ir ls  w ere 
go in g  to dance upon g e t  w et so th ey  would have needed ice 
skates ra th e r  than dancing shoes had we not abandoned it.

A nother new idea th is  y e a r  is to have a Gala Queen. She 
would be chosen  and crow ned  at a dance p r io r  to the Gala 
and would then open  the Gala and p resen t p r ize s  on the day. 
She would also draw  the r a f f le  at the dance at n igh t.
’Sound A f fa ir ’ have been  booked and e v e ry o n e  had a g rea t 
time last year .

H ow ever we s t ill cou ld do w ith  some new  ideas. I f  anyone 
sees a good  idea o r  a ttraction  a t ano ther e v e n t e lsew h ere  
then p lease le t us know  about it. We re a lly  need e v e ry b o d y  
to lend a hand. The more peop le  we h ave  then the less each 
one has to do. P lease le t us know  i f  you  w ill be able to  
help  and what you  would lik e  to  do o r  be in vo lv ed  in.

The next m eeting wiU be on the 29th A p ril in the hall at 
7.30 pm so p lease do come a lon g w ith  you r ideas. Lets  make 
th is y e a r ’s Gala the bes t y e t  !



Historical Glen
A few  lines from  ’The P o le ’ , not the South Po le o r  the 
North Pole but that sunny and b eau tifu l spo t fa c in g  Loch 
Ness, one mile from  In verm oris ton  on th e  In ve rn e ss  road. 
P ersona lly  I  would have named it ’F ern  Bank’ as th e re  is 
such an abundance o f b eau tifu l fe rn s  g ro w in g  a ll o v e r  the 
spot, and has been since years and years.
However, it is ca lled  ’The Pole*. I  understand it was so 
named because it was the p lace at the end o f  the d r iv e  
lead ing to In verm oris ton  House and Home Farm w here th e re  
was a pole. A t that time th e re  was a h orse-d raw n  veh ic le  
t ra v e llin g  in s tages  betw een  In ve rn e ss  and Glenmoriston 
which ca rr ied  parce ls  and goods o f  d if fe re n t  k inds to  
various p laces. So, a ll goods destin ed  fo r  In verm oris ton  
House, the Home Farm and p laces in th e  va c in ity  w ere 
o rd ered  to be le ft  at ’The P o le ’ , w here th ey  would be 
collected  la ter.

D uring the F irs t  World War, 1914-18, th e re  was a b a rr ie r , 
manned b y  so ld iers , e rec ted  across the road at the same 
place. Th is was a pole, which had to be ra ised  and low ered  
to allow veh ic les  and ped estrian s  past, bu t not w ithou t a 
su itab le pass. Th is, o f cou rse, em phasised the name ’P o le ’

E ve ry th in g  has changed  immensely s ince those days, 
especiaHy the road betw een  the Pole and the v iH age. At 
that time one cou ld amble, walk o r  c y c le  a long w ith  his 
mind at ease, con cen tra tin g  on, and en jo y in g , a ll the 
beauties o f natu re which su rround  th ese  parts . But alas ! 
nowadays the road, o r  m ight I  say, the sp eed tra ck  -  you  
have to be v e r y  b rave  and f i t  to walk o r  cy c le  on it. AH 
you r mind has to  be concen tra ted  on sav in g  you r life . Even  
a few  yea rs  back th e re  was a g ra ss  v e r g e  o f  about 3 o r  4 
fe e t  w ide w here you could m anoeuvre yo u r fe e t , bu t now, 
w ith the encroachm ent o f huge h ea vy  veh ic les , and the 
smaller ones too, the v e r g e  is redu ced  in s e v e ra l p laces to 
nil, which means, when you  hear a g rea t  noise com ing round 
the bend, you have to escape som ewhere fo r  y o u r life .
Th is is no jok e  but a rea lity . H owever, we must c a r ry  on 
through  a ll the ch an g in g  circum stances, cou n tin g  our 
b lessings, and d ire c t in g  our steps tow ards another Po le o r 
Goal, w ith expectation , w h ere  a ll our n eeds can be supplied  
in God’s sa lvation .

D.J.Smart, M oriston M atters O ctober 1978.



MY GET UP AND GO 
—  HAS W ENT —  -

H ow  do I know my youth is a l l  spent?
Well ,  my get up And go has  got up and  went.
But in spite of it a l l  I'm ab le  to gr in
W h e n  1 think of w h e re  my get  up ha s  been.

O ld  a g e  is go lden so I've h e a rd  sa id ,
But sometimes  I w o n d e r  w h e n  I get into bed,  
W ith  my ca r  in a d r a w e r  a n d  iny teeth in a cup. 
M y  eyes on the tab le  until 1 w a k e  up.

A s  s leep  d ims my eyes  I s a y  to myse l f
Is there an yth ing  e lse  I sh o u ld  lay  on the shelf?
But I’m happy to say  a s  I c lose  the door,
M y  fr iends a re  the s a m e ,  p e rh a p s  even more.

W h e n  I w a s  young my s l ip p e r s  w ere  red,
I could  kick my hee ls  o v e r  my head .
W h e n  I g r e w  o ld e r  my s l i p p e r s  w e r e  blue 
But I could st i l l  d a n c e  the w h o le  night through.

N o w  1 am old , my s l i p p e r s  a r c  b la ck  
I w a lk  to the s to re  a n d  puff my w a y  back .
T h e  r e a so n  I k n o w  m y  youth is a l l  spent,
Is my get up and  go has  got  up an d  went .

But 1 don ’t mind w h e n  I th ink  w i t h  a gr in  
O f  a l l  the g r a n d  p l a c e s  my get  up h a s  been ,  
A n d  s ince  I ’ve r e t i r e d  f rom  l i fe ’s competit ion  
M y  schedu les  all  scheduled (with complete repetition).

 ^ ------
I get up each m orn ing  and dust off my wits,
P ick  up the pape r  a n d  read  the ’obits, ’
If I sec my name m iss ing ,  I k n ow  I’m not dead ,
K . -  T ^ ^  -I „  I t - t < , 1  i



Local News
WELCOME to the Gibson family. Tommy, Eileen, Rachael (3) 
and Ami (1), who have moved into one of the hydro houses 
at Bhlaraidh. They had a b rie f stay in one of Glcnmoriston 
Lodge Estate’s cottages before finally taking up residence 
further up the Glen.

WELCOME BACK to Billy and Mary Francis Grier ( nee 
MacDoneLl ) and their children Duncan and Iona. They now 
live in the Smart's old house in Riverside Pork.

CONGRATULATIONS to Tricia S tod dor t and Willie Archibald  
from Edinburgh who became engaged on 29th February.
(I wonder who asked who ??????)

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr and Mrs Wall, Dalcataig on the birth  
of their leap year baby g irl, Lucy Ann on Feb 29th. She 
weighed in at 81bs 8oz and is a little sister fo r Hannah.

CONGRATULATIONS to Jackie McAdam who passed his driv ing  
test last month at only the second attempt.

GET WELL WISHES to Mrs McDonald up at Achnaconeran, Ewan 
Grant and Norman Harris who have all been in hospital 
recently. We all hope to see you back in and around the 
Glen very soon.

DANCE to 'Train Journey North’ on May 22nd.

COUPLE LAUNCH NATIONAL MAGAZINE.
A National magazine fo r small businesses has been launched 
in Glenmoriston.
The home telecroft business of Ann and Ray Berry, printers  
and publishers, started in the ioft of their home, and The 
New Entrepreneur is a magazine aimed at small businesses 
like their own, often operating from the kitchen table at 
home.
Packed with news, ideas, detailed features on easy start 
businesses, research and help, The New Entrepreneur aims to 
become essential reading for anyone contemplating starting  
a business from home, or who have gone it alone.
Ann Berry ran her own project funded by central government 
helping the unemployed with re -tra in ing  as well as women 
starters. Ray is a trained graphic designer and computer 
support engineer. He has had his own column in a computing 
magazine. (Report courtesy o f The Inverness Courier)


